


NUBIAN STUDIES 1998 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NINTH CON FERENCE 

OF THE 

I N TERNATIONAL SocIETY OF NuBIAN STU DIES 

August 2I-26, I998 
Boston, Massachusetts 

TIMOTHY KEN D ALL 

EDITOR 

With technical assistance by 
Mey Abdullah Saied, Esam Edd.in al-Hadi, 

Jean H ong, and Michael Maffie 

Department of African-American Studies 
Northeastern University, Boston 

2004 



First edition 
First printing 

Copyright © 2004 Northeastern University, Boston 

Published by the 
D epartment of African-American Studies 

132 ightingale Hall 
ortheastem U niversity 

Boston, MA 02115-5000 

T elephone 617-373-3148 
Fax: 617-373-2625 

www.afrostudies.neu.edu 

ISBN 0-9761221-0-3 

Ordering information 
To purchase copies of this volume, or to view an online edition, go to 

www.afrostudies.neu.edu/Nubia 

Cover Photo: Elevated view of the entrance of the 
T emple of Mut (B 300) at Jebel Barkal , March 2002. 



T ABLE OF CONTENTS 

Abbreviations used in the Text, Footnotes, and Bibliography 

Kendall, Timothy 
Editor's Preface 

Bailey, Ronald 
Introduction 

!dress, Hassan Hussein 
Welcoming Remarks to the Public Symposium by the D irector General, 

atio nal Corporation of Antiquities and Museums, Sudan 

MAIN p APERS: 

Bourriau, Janine 
Egyptian Pottery Found in Kenna Ancien, Kerma Moyen, and Kerma 
Classique Graves at Kenna 

Burstein, Stanley: 
Rome and Kush: A New Interpretation. 

Gansicke, Susanne and Kenda ll, Timothy 
A Fresh Look at the Cylinder Sheaths from uri, Sudan 

VI 

VIII 

xii 

xvi 

3 

14 

24 

Garcea, Elena A. A. 34 
Beyond apata: The Late Prehistoric Evidence in the Napata Region 

Geus, Francis 46 
Pre-Kenna Storage Pits on Sai Island 

Godlewski, Wlodzimierz 52 
The Rise of Makuria ( late 5th -8th century AD) 

Gratien, Brigitte 74 
From Egypt to Kush: Administrative Practices and Movements of Goods 
during the Middle Kingdom and Second Intermediate Period 

Honegger, Matthieu 83 
The Pre-Kenna Settlement: ew Elements Throw Light on the Rise of the 
First ubian Kingdom 

K~~~B~~ ~ 
The Yellow ile: Settlement Shifts in the Wadi Howar Region (Sudanese 
Eastern Sahara) and Adjacent Areas from between the Sixth to the First 
Millennium BC 

11 



Kormysheva, Eleonora 109 
On the Origin and Evolution of the Amun Cult in ubia 

Nordsfom, Hans-Ake 134 
The ubian A-Group: Perceiving a Social Landscape 

Privati, Beatrice 145 
Kenna: classification des ceramiques de la necropole 

T<>rok, Laszlo 157 
Sacred L andscape, Historical Identity and Memory : Aspects of Napatan 
and Meroitic Urban Architecture 

Valbelle, Dominique 176 
The Cultmal Significance of Iconographic and Epigraphic Data Found in 
the Kingdom of Kerma 

p APERS OF THE GENERAL SESSION: 

Abdel Wareth Abdel Magid, Ossama 
The New Nubia Museum at Aswan. 

Adams, William Y., Adams, Nettie K., 
Van Gerven, Dennis P . and Greene, David L. 
The Early Medieval Cemeteries ofKulubnarti 

Ahmed, Khidir A. 
An Asbestos Shroud from aga 

186 

19 1 

201 

Ahmed, Salah el-Din M. 205 
A Meroitic Temple at the S ite of Doukki Gel (Kerma) : A Preliminary 
Report (Seasons 96-97, 97-98, 98-99) 

Ayad, Mariam 214 
Towards an Edition of the C hapel of Amenirdis I at Medinet Habu 

Berenguer, Francesca 223 
Excavations at the New Royal Cemetery at Gebel Barkal (Karima, Sudan) 

Bersina, Svetlana 228 
Une paire de cruches en argent de Qustul 

Blitz, Stephanie J. and Anderson, Julie R. 232 
Excavations at North Korn, Hambukol (Upper Nubia) : 1996 and 
1997 Seasons 

Bonnet, Charles 237 
The Archaeological E xcavations at Kerma (Northern State, Sudan): Recent 
Discoveries, 1996-1998 

111 



De S imone, Maria Costanza 242 
The C-Group: Tradition and Acculturation 

Eisa, Khidir Adam 247 
A rchaeology South of Khartoum: Future Prospects of the White ile 

Fa ntusati, Eugenio 250 
Remarks on a Meroitic Painting 

Fluehr-Lobban, Carolyn 256 
ubian Queens in the Nile VaJley and Afro-Asiatic Cultural H istory 

Fuller, Dorian and Smith, Laurenc e 265 
The Prehistory of the Bayuda: New Evidence from the Wadi Muqaddam 

Gasmelseed, Ali A11med, 282 
The Significat ion of the Palm Leaf in Meroit ic Religious Scenes 

Giuliani, Serena 286 
Some Cultural Aspects of the Medja of the Eastern Desert 

Harkless, Necia Desiree 291 
Ethiopia (Nubia) and the Great Traditions 

Jesse, Friederike 296 
Io L ink Between the Central Sahara and the Nile Valley? (Dotted ) Wavy 

L ine Ceramics in the Wadi Howar, Sudan 

Judd, Margaret 309 
Rural ubians of the Kerma Period 

Lange, Mat l1ias 3 15 
Wadi Shaw 82/52: a Peridynastic Settlement site in the Western Desert 
and its Relations to the Nile Valley 

Lauc he, Gerald 325 
The L ife and Work of Samuel Ali Hiseen ( 1863-1927) 

Lenoble, Patrice 332 
Satyres Extravagants 

Lobban, Richard 341 
G reeks, ubians, and Mapping the Ancient ile 

Mallinson, Michael 349 
The SARS Survey from Omdurman to Gabolab 1997 

Michaux-Colombot, Daniele 353 
Geographical E nigmas Related to ubia, Medja, Punt, Melubba and Magan 

Osman, Faiz Hassan 364 
Jebel Barkal: Past and Present. 

lV 



Phillips, Jacke 371 
Southern Dongola Reac h Survey 1998: A Review of the Ceramics and 
Other Finds 

Pomerantseva , Natalia 376 
Christian Nuhia - Reflect ions on a little -know n volume w ritten by Prof. 
A. W . Rozov, published in Kiev in 1890 

Roccati, Alessandro 384 
Hellenism at apata. 

Sackho-Autissier, Aminata 389 
Sur quelles amulettes napateennes de la necropole d"el-Kurru 

Soghayroun El-Zein, Intisar 397 
Islamic Q ubbas as Archaeological Artifact: Origins, Features and their 
Cultural Significance 

Spaulding, Jay 3 14 
MedievaJ Nubian D ynastic Succession 

Usa i, Donatella 419 
Early K hartoum and Related Groups 

Woff,Pawel 436 
Steps toward the Interpretation of the Great Enclosure of 
Musawwarat es-Sufra 

Yurco, Frank 446 
Kerma, the H yksos. Medja, and D ynasty 17 

Zach, Michael H. 449 
Sanakadat}ete 

Karola Zibelius-Chen 465 
Politische Vorstellungen und Herrschaftstechniken in Reic h von Kusch 

Zurawski, Bogdan 472 
The Southern D ongola Reach Survey: A First ( 1998) Season 

V 



List of Abbreviations used in the T ext, Footnotes, and Bibliography 

AAT 
ADAW 

AEt 

ANL 

ANM 

Ann.CF 

ARCE 

ASAE 

BAR 

BdE 

BJb 

BIEA 

BIFAO 

B iOr 

B.J.Linn.Soc 

B 

BSAC 

BSFE 

BzS 

CdE 

CEDAE 

CRAIBL 

CRIPEL 

ET 
FHN 

GM 

HAB 

HAS 

JAOS 

JARCE 

JEA 

JEOL 

JJP 

JNES 

JRS 

Agypten und Altes Testament, W iesbaden 

Abhandlungen der Deut.schen Akademie der Wissenschaften, Berli n 

Anna/es d ' Ethiopie, Paris 

A ccademia Nazionale dei Lincei, Rome 

Archeologie du Nil Moyen, L ille 

Annuaire du College de France, Paris 

American Research Center in Egypt, Cairo 

Anna/es du Service des Antiquites de l' Egypte, Cairo 

British Archaeological Reports, Oxford 

Bihliotheque d' Etude, Jnstitut fram;ais d ' archeologie orientate, Cairo 

Berliner Jahrbuchfi~r \for- und Fruhgeschichte, Berlin 

B ritish Institute in E ast Africa, airobi/London 

Bulletin de I' Jnstiwt Fran<::ais archeologie orientate, Cairo 

Bihliotheca Orientali, L eiden 

Biological Journal of the Linnean Society. e w York 

Bihlische Notizen, Bamberg 

Bulletin de la S ociete d'archeologie copte, Cairo 

Bulletin de la Societe fram;aise d ' egyptologie, P aris 

B citragc Ziff Sudanforschung, Vienna 

C hronique d' Egypte, Brussels 

Centre de 1 "Etude et Documentation sur l 'Ancienne Egypte, 
Collection Sc ientifique, Cairo 
Academie des Inscriptions et Belles-Let/res. C omptes Rendus, Paris 

Cahier de recherches de I' I nstitut de Payrologie et d' Egyptologie de 
Lille, Lille 

Etudes et Tramux, Warsaw 

Fontes Historiae Nubiorum (4 vols), Bergen 

Gallinger Misczellen, Goningen 

Hildesheimer A.gyptologische Beitriige, Hildesheim 

Harvard African Studies, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Journal of the American Oriental Society, 
B altimore/Boston/New Haven 

J ournal of the American Research Center in Egypt, 
Boston/Princeton/New York 

Journal of Egyptian Archaeology, London 

Jaarhericht van het \foorasiatisch-Egyptisch genootschap "e.r Griem 
Lu.,-:-, Leiden 

The J ournal of J uristic Papyrology, Warsaw 

Journal of the Near Eastern Studies, Chicago 

J ournal of Roman Studies, London 

Vl 



IRAS 

KAU 

LA 
L AAA 

LD 

MDAIK 

MGHAA 

MIFAO 

MIO 

M inSAG 

ARCE 

OBO 

OINE 

OLA 

PAM 

PM 

RAPH 

RCK 

REG 

RdE 

REL 

RMNW 

SAE 

SAK 

SAOC 

SARS 

SAS 

SbW ien 

SNR 

SUGIA 

VA 

WZKM 
ZA 

ZAS 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, London 

Kwartalnik Architekrury i Urbanistyki, Warsaw 

Le.,ikon der Agyp10logie, Wiesbaden 

Li,·erpool Annals of Archaeology and Anthropology, Liverpool 

Richard Lepsius, D enkmaeler aus Aegypten und Aethiopien, Berlin 
1842-45 

Mitteilungen des Deutschen Al·chaologischen fnstituts Abteilung 
Kairo, Mainz 

Monumenta Germaniae Historica. (Auctores Antiquissimi) 

Memoires publies par /es memhres de/' lnstirut franqais 
d'archeologie orientate du Caire, Cairo 

Mitteilungen des Jnstitutsfi.ir Orientforschung, Berlin 

Mitteilungen der Sudanarchaologischen Gesel/schaft zu Berlin, 
Berlin 

Newsletter of the American Research C enter in Egypt, 
ew York/Cairo 

Orbis Biblicus et Orienta/is, Freiburg/Gtiningen 

Oriental Institute Nubian E,pedition, Chicago 

Orientalia Lo vaniensia Analecta, Louvain 

Polish Archaeology in the Mediterranean, Warsaw 

B. Porter and R. Moss, Topographical Bibliography of Ancient 
Egyptian Hieroglyphic Texts, Relief~, and Paintings, vols 1-7, O xford 

Recherches d' archeologie, de philologie et d' histoire, Cairo 

Dows Dunham, Royal Cemeteries of Kush, vols. l -5, Boston 

Revue des Etudes Grecques, Paris 

Revue d' Egyptologie, Paris 

Revue des Etudes Latines, Paris 

Rocznik Muzeum Narodowego w Warszawie, Warsaw 

Service des Antiquites de 1 'E gypte, Cairo 

Studien zur A ltagyptischen Kultur, Hamburg 

Studies in Ancient Oriental Cil'i!ization, Chicago 

The Sudan Archaeolgical Research Society, London 

Sudan Antiquities Service, Khartoum 

Sitzungsberichten der Oesterreiches Akademie der Wissenschaften, 
Vienna 

Sudan Nores and Records, Khartoum 

Sprache und Geschichte in Afrika, Frankfurt/Cologne 

\!aria Aegyptiaca, San Antonio 

Wiener Zeitschrift fur Kunden des Morgenlandes, Vienna 

Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie und verwandte Gebiete bzw. 
\I orderasiatische Archiiologie, Berlin 

Zeitschrift fiir Agyptische Sprache und Alrertumskunde, Berlin 

vu 



c'.inth International Conference of c'.ubian Studies 
~1useum of Fine Ans and Northeastern t:niversity. Boston 

August 20-26, 1998 

Wadi Shaw 82/52: a Peridynastic Settlement Site in the Western Desert 
and its Relations to the Nile Valley 
By Mathias La.nge 

L General Context 

The settlement site of Wadi Shaw 82/52 is situated in Lhe Laqiya region in northwestern Sudan. 

Among its poltcry finds are sherds of an Egyptian Maidum-bowl. characteristic of the Fourth and early 

Fifth Dynasty of the Old Kingdom, and red-polished black-topped ware, typical of the Nubian Nile Valley. 

Th is suggesL<; the existence of a Tubian-rclatcd population in the Western Desert, chronologically between 

the Nubian A- and C-Groups around the middle of the third millennium BC. This adds new insights to the 

discussion of the archaeological hiatus between the A- and the C-Groups in Lower Nubia and suggests a 

need lo extend the geographical area normally under consideration for these groups. 

The s ite Wadi Shaw 82/52 in Wadi Shaw northwest Sudan wa<; discovered in 1982 by excavations of 

the Project BOS (Besiedlungsgeschichte der Ostsahara = Settlement History of the Eastern Sahara) (Kuper 

1986 ) . Wadi Shaw ( cf. Map l ) is located about 180 kilometers south of the Egypt-Sudan border and about 

360 kilometers west of the Nile Valley in a reg ion with several tectonically caused depressions, situated at 

the Laqiya-cscarpmcnt (Gabriel 1986). About 70 kilometers southcac;t of Wadi Shaw 82/52 arc the oases 

Laqiya Arbain and Laqiya Umran. T he s ite 82/52 is located at 20°30' 1 and 27° 18' E in the eac;tcrn portion 

of the wadi along a range of sand dunes that crosses the wadi from north lo south. The s ite was found on 

a playa, partially covered by w ind-borne sand. It cons is ted of several dispersed concentrations of finds, 

one of whjch was studied more closely through excavation of 51 sq . m. Trus site, with four hearths, contained 

giinding- and millstones, bones, stone artifacts, poltery, objects made from ostrich eggshell. and jewellery. 

The bones allow us to conclude that we arc dealing here with a settlement of herders because they were 

those of cattle (Bos taurus), sheep (O vis ammon). and goats (Capra hircus) . There were in addition also 

bones from wild animals, such as Dorcas gazelle (Gazella dorcas), Dama gazelle (Gazella dama), Sabre 

antelope (Oryx gazclla dama), and Mendes antelope (Addax nasomaculatus), all of which would have 

represented supplementary sow·ces of meal gained through hunting . With the help of botanical analysis of 

the charcoal fragments, Katharina Keumann ( 1989) could reconstruct Wadi Shaw's contemporary envi­

ronment as temporary grazing land, dependent on an annual rainy sea<;on. This means that the inhabitants 

here were probably nomadic. 

Stone artefacts were most numerous, cons isting of almost 13,000 p ieces. The majority were produced 

from different varieties of quartzite and quartzitic sandstones. Fossilized wood and a type of black flint ­

stone were also common. These raw materials arc s till to be found in the local area. The most important 

category of stone tools in this inventory is that of the borers. There were 94 examples found, comprising 

27% of the stone tools. T hese borers probably were used to produce beads made from ostrich eggshell, and 

in at least one instance, for the production of quartz j ewellery. A quartz bead, for example, was found to 

have broken while being perforated. Analysis of the intensive reworking patterns of the stone artefacts 

revealed that the original dispers ion of the debris had been preserved without significant post-depositional 

changes at the site. The existence of several original concentrations of stone artefacts could be proved. 

These, in combination with the analys is of other find categories, identified the areas of activity that served 

different types of work, for example the productjon and use of stone tools and ostrich eggshell artefacts, 

the preparation of food with grindstones and m illstones, cookin g, or the grinding of haematite to coloured 

powder. These area<; of activity were centered around the hearths. 
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The most far-reaching statemcnL'> can be made of the pottery finds. Altogether 586 sherd fragments 

larger than one square centimeter could be combined into 25 individual vessel units . Unfortunately, on the 

whole, the pottery is poorly preserved so that statements about the vessel forms must be limited. Of great 

importance, however, are the sherds of a Maidum bowl, definitely from Egypt, which can be seen as an 

example of imported pottery (Pl. 1.1 ) . One rim shcrd reveals the recognizable S-shaped profile of the ves­

sel. This characteristic fo1m allows the vessel to be classified in the typological sequence compiled by 

Werner Kaiser from the finds at the Userkaf Sun Temple in Abusir (Kaiser 1969). The Maidum bowl con­

forms most strongly to T ypes XIII 86 and XIII 87, which are dated to the Fourth and early F ifth Dynas ties. 

It was produced from calcium-rich clay, as demonstrated by a test with salt-acid. The average diameter of 

the 1;m was about 10 cm; the diameter of the widest point wa<; about 1 1.5 cm. This find made it possible 

to date Wadi Shaw 82/52 to the time of the Fourth or early Fifth Dynasties, or about 2500 BC. This wa<; 

further confirmed by C- 14-dating obtained from charcoal remains in the hearths (Lange 1998). 

Beyond its worth for dating purposes, this Maidum bowl can be seen as a good indicator of the 

far-reaching trade or barter of goods that took place ouL<;ide Egypt during the Old Kingdom. It is especially 

interesting in light of the known Egyptian trade expeditions from the Sixth Dynasty, for example Harkhuf's 

fan1ous journeys (Edel 1955, 1967). But we also know that such Maidum bowls have also been found in 

the Old Kingdom settlements of Buhen (Emery 1963) and Kubban ( Gratien 1995). At Buhcn there is an 

especially good chronological parallel with Wadi Shaw because the seals found there s ignal the end of the 

Fifth Dyna<;ty selllcment there. Whether the Maidum bow l from Wadi Shaw 82/52 could possibly have 

come from Bu hen is questionable. Unfortunately the pottery finds from Emery's excavations have not been 

published and so a comparison is not possible. It is also imaginable that the Maidum bowl was brought to 

Sudan in a trading expedition such as wa<; described by Iisuhu (Save-Soderbergh 1941, Zibclius 1972), 

Sabni (Edel 1984) or Harkhuf (Edel 1955, 1967) . The question naturally comes to mind what the inhab­

itants of Wadi Shaw had to offer in exchange for Egyptian imported goods? Possibly it was stock animals: 

cattle, sheep and goats . A settlement the size of Buhen could not have gone without outside s upport. 

Alongside its role as an emporium for trade goods, Buhcn was also a center for smelting copper, and a large 

number of workers had to be provided for. 

Additional pottery finds from Wadi Shaw 82/52 are also of great interest. This applies especially to 

two red-polished vessels. One of them features a black-topped rim typical of the red-polished black- topped 

wares of the rubian Cultures like the A - and C-Groups in the Nile Valley. The first vessel is a jar with 

relatively steep s loping convex s ides (Pl. 2.1). The vessel's surfaces are finely polished both inside and 

out and have a dark red color coming from a coating. Quartz in the form of grains of sand, chalk and botan­

ical remains, probably grass, could be distinguished a<; tempering components. On the basis of these features 

it is possible to assign the vessel to the category "coated polished brown wares" from Nordstrom's classi­

fication of r ubian pouery, probably belonging to Ware H2. l 1 ( :',,iordstrom 1972 ) . The second red-polished 

vessel (Pl. 2.2) is dark brown to black on the inner surface. The outer surface is made of a red-brown coating. 

The surfaces arc well polished. The vessel 's temper consists of quartz in the form of small grains of sand, 

small chalk particles and a small portion of botanical temper. On the rim irregular dark-brown to black 

spots appear, so that this vessel can be put in the group of "surface-coated polished brown and black wares" 

according to ordstrom's classification, probably belonging to Ware H4 .11. 

All three of these described vessels feature perforations, a type of modification, which could be used 

to patch up a cracked vessel. This s ignals the high value placed upon them. 

Further pottery examples at the site cannot be placed in Nordstrom 's ware cla<;sification system. But 

some of them suggest s imilarities with Kubian pottery on the basis of their decoration patterns. Among 

317 



c'.inth International Conference of c'.ubian Studies 
~1useum of Fine Ans and Northeastern t:niversity. Boston 

0 
I 

5cm 
I 

Plate. 1 

318 

August 20-26, 1998 

- - -~ 

7 



c'.inth International Conference of c'.ubian Studies 
~1useum of Fine Ans and Northeastern t:niversity. Boston 

0 5cm 

August 20-26, 1998 

Plate. 2 

319 



c'.inth International Conference of c'.ubian Studies 
~1useum of Fine Ans and Northeastern t:niversity. Boston 

August 20-26, 1998 

these there is a vessel made from a hard-fired pottery with a temper or quartz, mica and botanical remains 

(PI. 2.3). The vessel is pinkish colored on the outer surface and ochre colored on the inner, but upon breaking 

shows a light grey core. The outer surface is partially covered by coarse incised decoration descending 

from the rim downwards in hanging u;angles filled with short, parallel lines. The lines appear relatively 

irregular and seem carelessly executed. The decorated surfaces were marked off by a borderline from the 

free-remaining portions. On the vessel's rim the lines were p laced in crossed pairs fanning x-shaped crosses. 

Due to these charactc1;stic decorations the vessel is closest to certain vessels or the C-group, especially to 

a shcrd of an incised utility bowl from Serra East (Williams 1993: l l l, Pl. 63). From Ashkeit a vessel 

(Object r. 97/0: 157) from a C-Group cemetery also features line decoration. In addition the decorated 

and undecorated portions of the outer surface are d ivided from each other by borders on this vessel (Save­

Sodcrberg h 1989. PI. 28, 2 ) . Another possible comparison could be that of a vessel from a Kenna-culture 

cemetery on Sai Island (Gratien 1986: 34; Pl. l 2g). This vessel is decorated likewise with line-filled 

triangles and x-shapcd rim decorations from coarse irregular lines, but wa<; produced from red-polished 

black-topped ware. Finds from a C-Group settlement, Faras E a<;t Site l8C (Save-Sodcrbergh 1989: 261 -

262; Pl. 163: 9, 12) and from Kenna itself (Privati 1978: Pl. 3-4) demonstrate that vessels with coarse 

incised decoration in the shape of hanging triangles appear also in the settlement 's pottery . 

Alongside the vessel with incised decoration of hanging u;anglcs three further individual sherds with 

incised decoration were found. One of these showed a combination of incised and impressed decoration 

(PI. 1.2) . The other two sherds probably belong to one vessel (PI. 1.3, l .4 ) . 

Other vessels from Wadi Shaw feature decorations in parallel horizontal and vertical rows and fingernail 

impressions {Pl. 1.5-8). One vessel shows two impressed parallel horizontal rows under the rim {Pl. 1.5 ) . 

Another vessel with two horizontal rows of wide, short impressions is decorated on the rim's edge with fin ­

gernail impressions in short intervals (PI. 1.8). A single shcrd has it's rim's cclgc decorated with fingernail 

impressions but with an additional incised decoration under the rim (PI. 1.7). Lastly one vessel is decorated 

with descending rows of impressions over the surface ( PI. 1.6 ) . The elements of decoration, the rim deco­

ration and impressed decoration in rows appear in s ingle instances in the context of the A- and C-Group, 

but here comb-impressions. rocker-stamp technique and herring-bone ornament are much more common. 

In conclusion it must be mentioned that undecorated vessels were also found. 

The two red-polished vessels are typical examples of pottery a<; they appear in A-Group and C-Group 

inventories in the Nile valley. Considering the site's dating to about 2500 BC, it is noteworthy, based upon 

the studies of H.S. Smith ( l 966 ), that there arc no archaeolog ical finds from this time period in Lower 

Nubia. Smith interpreted his res ults from his studies on the so-called "B-Group'' to the effect that between 

the First Dyna<; ty and the beginning of the Sixth Dynas ty no graves (or very few) were constructed in 

Lower Nubia (Smith 1966: l 19) . He explained that the A-Group population, or parts of it, would have 

been forced to change their settled way o f life because of rccumng military attacks and reprisals by the 

Egyptians. Therefore. without meaning to imply that Lower Nubia would have been abandoned by its 

native inhabitants, I would suggest that clements or this population left the Nile Valley to become nomads 

in the lands either to the cast or the west of the ile. As evidence for the existence o f settlement in the 

cac;tern Sahara, Smith used tl1c grave d iscovered in 1935 by W.B. Kennedy Shaw in the Grac;sy Valley, 

about 100 km northwest of Wadi Shaw (Shaw 1936). During the Sixth Dynas ty, as Lhc central power of 

the pharaohs s lowly collapsed . these people could have returned to the Nile Valley, forming what is archae­

ologically known as the C-Group culture (Smith 1966: 119- 124 ) . 

The Egyptian sources do actually give an impression of the pharaohs' militaristic policies: for example, 

Pharaoh Aha's inscription from the F irst Dynasty naming a victory over "Ta-Seti" (Nubia); or the rock-
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inscription from the reign of Pharaoh Djer on Gebel Sheikh Suleiman. In addition to these there is 

Kha'sckhem's victory stclc from Hierakonpolis of the Second Dynasty (Graticn 1995: 44, Kaplony 1975: 

911; Lcclant 1996: 73) . 

Another theory for the ending of the A-Group is presented by ::-{ordstrom. In his view A-Group decline 

is not only to be seen as the result of military conflicts, but rather a<; economic collapse. The A-Group's 

development is described by him as a result of a close relationship to the 1 aqada culture. In exchange for 

its raw materials the A-Group would have received a portion of the surplus in highly-valued goods, luxuries 

and foodstuffs from the Naqada culture. Thus Egyptian goods would have been a fixed component in the 

A-Group's subsistence. But with the creation of the Old Kingdom, through the union o f the smaller king­

doms, a strong centralized power wa<; established that excluded the Nubians from trading, thereby robbing 

them of their cultural prosperity (Nordstrom 1972: 31 -32). According to K. Z ibclius-Chcn, the Nubians 

had been primarily middlemen in the trade for African products (not necessarily from their own region) , 

and with establishment of an Egyptian monarchical trade monopoly in the F irst Dyna<;ty the Nubians 

became an unnecessary connecting link. This, in connection with military campaigns. led to the impover­

ishment of the A-Group's population (Zibelius-Chcn 1988: 52-53). 

Smith's theory that the A-Group developed outside Lower Nubia was occac;ionally reinforced by others. 

In 1966 ordstrom proposed that the pottery from Site 1 l -M-77 and l l -L- 14 in Saras could be an example 

of the development from the A-Group to the C-Group in Upper Tubia (1 ordstrom 1966: 64). W. Schon 

also agreed with Smith·s assessment of the C-Group' s development from the late Neolithic in the eastern 

Sal1ara (Schon 1994: 151) . Also M. Bielak sought the origin of the C-Group in the Libyan Desert near 

Wadi Shaw and Wadi Ilowar, although he did not proceed with a direct development of the C -Group from 

the A-Group (Bictak 1966: 40-41; 1986: 115- 116). 

A number of scholars mention finds of Nubian pottery in different locations in r ubia that arc 

chronologically parallel to the Old Kingdom. The most important of these finds are those referenced by 

Emery, who (naturally in 1963) described them as '·B-Group" in the preliminary report of the excavations 

in the Old Kingdom Egyptian settlement at Buhcn. This pottery was found in the level of the Fourth and 

Fifth Dynasty (Emery 1963: 120). B. Graticn having studied Nubian pottery from Buhen considered these 

a<; evidence for the presence o f a native people during the time of the Old Kingdom, although she admits 

the stratigraphical assignment to the stratum of the Fourth and Fifth Dynasties is uncertain (Graticn 1995: 

51 ) . Williams describes two graves from Adindan dating to the period between the A- and C-Groups 

(Williams 1989: 122) . Interestingly more evidence now comes from Elephantine, where Nubian pottery 

appears in an area outside of the city described as an artisans' quarter in the strata<; of the O ld Kingdom 

city (Scidlmaycr 1991: 346-347; Raue 1998). 

The written sources reveal that there must have been a Tubian population in Lower Tubia during the 

Old IGngdom, and these sources bear witness to continued aggressive Egyptian policies: Pharaoh Snofru of 

the Fourth Dyna<;ty, for example, boa<;ts on the Palermo Stone that he crushed ubia and took 7000 captives 

(Z ibelius-Chcn 1988: 52). Habauet, the territorial governor, announces in Inscription 27 from Khor el Aqiba 

that he had fought the country "Wawat" with an anny or 20000 soldiers (Zibclius 1972: 6 ) . Insc1iption 28 

from Khor cl-Aqiba reveals Governor Sahuib took 17000 Nubians as captives (Zibelius 1972: 6). 

Keeping this background in mind the finds at Wadi Shaw 82/52 could lead to the tempting conclusion 

that at least some of the ubian peoples belonging to the cultural background of the A-Group d uring the 

Fourth and Fifth Dynasties were living at Wadi Shaw in the eastern Sahara, and these peoples later could 

have participated in forming the archaeological C-Group culture. This would give history a rather dramatic 

comse in which Wadi Shaw would appear as a place of refuge and a peaceful oasis in the middle or the 
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desert. But, of course. the study of one s ingle site docs not provide an adequate data-bac;e to describe the 

course of developments s ufficiently. Moreover comparable studies from other s ites of Wadi Shaw arc lacking. 

Previously only sporadic pre lim inary reports referred to red-polished black-topped ware from Wadi 

Shaw. W. Schuck made mention of several sherds from s ite 82/33 similar to r ippled ware and thereby s ig ­

nalled clear connections to the A-Group (Schuck 1988: 145; Schuck 1989:426). E. Czies la s tudied the 

finds from site 82/36 from Wadi Sahal, which could be dated to Lhe fi rst haJr of the second millennium BC. 

These include red-polished, black- topped ware partially with rippled surface (Czies la 1986: 144 ) . U . 

Francke discovered sherds of a red-polished black-topped ware on the analysis of the finds from Camp 49, 

p lacing them close to the C-Group. Other sherds had a bouton-impressed decoration similar to that o f the 

Kerma culture (Franke 1986: 138). These finds were dated to the first half of the second millennium BC. 

A ll this s uggests a settlement a t Wadi Shaw in w hich red-polished pottery was the rule rather than the 

exception. This would speak for a more continuous development there. If we tum our gaze to the north 

and look upon the s tudies by Hobler and Hester ( 1969) in the Dung ul O ac;is in Egypt, it indicates that there, 

too, C -Group finds appear far o uts ide the Nile valley, although A-Group is not present. C learly, lhe point 

to be made here is, ac; Smith s uggested already in 1966, that the finds from the eastern Sahara offer new 

possibilities for solving the problem of the archaeological hiatus be tween the A- and C-Groups. 
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