
Australian passports are travel 
documents 

Australian status came into existence on twenty six Gregorian calendar month 1949 once the status and 

Citizenship Act 1948 came into force, and Australian passports began to tell apart between Australian 

voters and different British subjects. British subjects, who weren't Australian citizens, continuing to be 

entitled to an Australian passport. The term "British subject" had a selected which means in Australian 

nationality law. The term encompassed all citizens of states enclosed within the list contained in the 

status and Citizenship Act 1948. The list of countries was based mostly on, however wasn't identical 

with, those countries (and their colonies) that were members of the Commonwealth from time to time. 

The list was amended from time to time as varied former colonies became freelance countries, however 

the list within the Act wasn't essentially up-to-date as so much on represent precisely a listing of states 

in the Commonwealth at any given time. This definition of "British subject" meant that, for the needs of 

Australian status law, voters of countries that had become republics, equivalent to India, were classified 

as "British subjects". The words "British Passport" were far from the covers of Australian passports in 

1967. 

In 1981, the Commonwealth, Queensland, New South Wales and Victorian governments created the 

Stewart Royal Commission to investigate varied narcotraffic and connected criminal activities, however 

that spent abundant of its time examining however criminals were victimization and abusing the 

passport system for criminal purposes. The Commission revealed its final report in 1983, creating 

recommendations on a way to stop such abuses, most of which were acted upon by the federal 

government.The report' recommendations enclosed that candidates for a passport attend a Passport 

workplace which armoured applications stop; that passports be issued solely to citizens, in order that 

British subjects would cease to be entitled to a passport; that birth certificates not be accepted as a 

comfortable proof of identity; that passports stop to be issued through travel or different agents; which 

all persons who amendment their name, whether or not by choice, wedding or adoption, be needed to 

register the change with State Registrars of births, deaths and marriages. The legal class of British 

subject was abolished in 1984 by the Australian Citizenship (Amendment) Act 1984, and Australian 

passports began to be issued solely to Australian citizens, tho' existing passports command by non-

citizen British subjects continuing to be valid till every expired. 

Australian passports are travel documents issued to Australian voters below the Australian Passports Act 

2005 by the Australian Passport workplace of the Department of Foreign Affairs ANd Trade (DFAT), each 

in Australia and overseas, that modify the passport bearer to travel internationally. Australian citizens 

are allowed to carry passports from different countries. Since 1988 over 1,000,000 Australian passports 

are issued annually, and it reached 1.4 million in 2007, and increasing towards a projected three million 

annually by 2021. 



Since twenty four Oct 2005 Australia has issued solely biometric passports, referred to as ePassports, 

which have an embedded microchip that contains identical personal data that's on the color exposure 

page of the passport, together with a digitized photograph. As all previous passports have currently 

expired, all Australian passports are now biometric. Smart Gates are put in Australian airports to permit 

Australian e-Passport holders and e-Passport holders of many different countries to clear immigration 

controls a lot of rapidly, and biometric authentication technology has been installed at immigration 

gates 


