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This issue’s cover is from Sarah and Matt's
wedding on page 25. It was photographed
by Michelle Williams Photography
(www.michellewilliamsphotography.co.uk)
at the gorgeous Hoar Cross Hall
(www.baronseden.com/hoar-cross-hall).
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Inspired by autumnal colours, this styled shoot fook
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72 PARTY DRESSING

‘We chat to model, television presenter and
radio DJ Vogue Williams about her latest venue
Vogue X Roco
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Simone Thomas Wellness, Simone hersell,
to discover how taking care of yourself from
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25 CHILDHOOD SWEETHEARTS

Sarah and Matt have been together for 10
years and celebrated their love with a romantic
celebration at Hoar Cross Hall
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Alexandra and Darryl met as children and
years later celebrate their love with a gorgeous
wedding at Barns and Yard

37 RUSTIC ROMANCE

Laura and Sam fell in love with Barnutopia
and knew it was the perfect wedding venue
for them
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For the best collection of Boho and Disney Fairy Tale Wedding Dresses
Email hello@avamaybridal.com or call 0121 706 6060 to book your private appointment now
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Cun you believe it's that time of year
again? After everything we've all been
through in the last two years, | think we all
deserve fo relox and what better ime than
Christmas/New Year? This festive season
feels strange to me as it's my last as a Miss.
I'm getting married in July 2022, and the

A countdown is officially on. Everything is
booked and I'm starfing fo get excited and nervous about

the idea of walking down the aisle. | love writing about your
weddings and sharing your stories with our wonderful region,

wwwchrishlackledg

and ifs given me some great ideas for my own big day and is
helping keep my nerves in check!

The December/January issue has always been my favourite,
and we've gone all out fo create an issue full of nspirational

weddings, ansport ideas, make-up ps and gorgeous venuss, | 1121ds come and go quickly, sofo
help, we've rounded up the latest

To be featured in the magazine, email me at
fashionable dresses.

melissab@kdmediapublishing.com or via our website
dlonds wedding) qot involved-realweddi

Merry Christmas and hoppy New Year!

Qhlissa v

Melissa Barker, Editor
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Looking for something
different for your big
day? Be inspired by
these striking
wedding dresses.

Local experts give their fop tips and
showcase the latest products to ensure

you look your big-day best.

Win a fun-filled sleepover for sight

7

guests at Whiley Hallin Yorkshire.
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dress. Read all abo On your big day, all eyes will be on you, so why nof impress
SERLERIERS  your guests with wow-facor transport? Whether you're looking
SUMEEEEEI  for something traditional, fun or quirky, our wonderful region has
something fo suit.

90

The latest fashion ideas.

Find out all about my wedding planning journey.




So you want to hold your wedding ceremony in an
unlicensed location or venue?

You can have the location and time of your choice
« You can have your own vows and ring promises

You can have the readings or poetry you want
« Your ceremony can tell the tale of how you met or came to be engaged
+ Ifyou have children, your ceremony content can include them too

You can personalise your ceremony as much or as little as you like

We can provide examples of the above - but the choice is all yours!
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Anfona At Home, created by Bake OFf: The Professionals
finalist Bharat Chandegra, has launched a range of luxury
Michelin starred Christmas hampers. Founded in the wake
of Covid when restaurants were unable fo trade, Antona

At Home fulfilled a new demand for excellent restaurant-
quality meals delivered to your home. During lockdown,

it flourished, and the chefs’ Michelin meal boxes sold out
week after week. As restaurants reopened, Antona At
Home evolved and now boasts a home delivery service, an
artisan chocolate and patisserie company and a soon-fo-
launch bespoke cotering and events business.

The hampers are perfect for o wedding guest who has
gone above and beyond or as a gift for the happy couple.
Each one contains cherry and chocolate macarons, mince
pie bonbons, chacolate and orange cake, praline and
milk chocolate spread, nougat, festive cookies and
cinnamon candles.

Head over fo www.anfonaathome.co.uk for
more information.

To celebrate the wonderful job that the emergency
services has done for our country during the
Coronavirus pandemic, Cake Fantastique kindly offered
all NHS staff a 25 discount during the height of the
pandemic. This gorgeous cake pictured was made for
an NHS couple who booked their day during the
first lockdown.
Based in Worcestershire, Cake Fantastique is a
small family-run business run by Samantha, who has
a passion for creating cakes. “I endeavour to create
fresh bakes with the best ingredients available all within
your budget,” says Samantha. “I'm fully registered and
insured, and orders can be placed online, over the
phone or in person. We offer a wide variety of flavours,
and all our creations are vegetarian and nut-free unless.
otherwise specified.”
To find out more, visit

YOUR ESSENTIALS

o M A o

A WINTER GLOW

Hoar Cross Hall, a grand wedding venue in Staffordshire, has launched a limited-edition
Winter Glow Spa Day. The Winter Glow Treatments are the perfect antidote to an
increasingly fast-paced life. The soothing 60-minute treatment helps to eliminate stress
and increases endorphins as you breathe in warming scents of winter spice and exofic
citrus and cocoon in a luxurious moisturising wrap infused with sweet mandarin and

lime. Leave your winter aches and pains behind as the spa’s expert therapists carry out
a rejuvenating facial and relaxing scalp massage featuring comforting seasonal aromas.
To round off your day, explore the rest of the spa’s varied and extensive facilifies in a
cosy bathrobe, and enjoy a leisurely three-course lunch as you relax the day away.

For the ultimate relaxation escape, Hoar Cross Hall is offering guests the Winter Glow
Spa Stay. Guest can opt to experience one of Hoar Cross Hall's luxurious hotel suites.
During your stay, you can enjoy full access to the spa and spend the evening dining like
royalty in the AA Rosette-awarded Grand Ballroom.

Both are available until the end of January 2022. To find out more, visit

weww baronseden.com,/hoar-cross-hall



Oakfield Gardens and Events is new
wedding venue in the grounds of
Worcester-based The River School.

Pefe Graham, the business manager
at Ockfield Gardens and Events, said
“We're so delighted to have launched this
fabulous in

. The grounds at The River B S

School are so beautiful and will lend themselves to both wedding and corporate

events with both inside and outside spaces available.”

Brides and grooms-to-be will benefit from their own wedding co-ordinator and
a package — entitled the Honeycomb Package because there are seven on-site
beehives — which includes two giant tipis, warm white lighting, bamboo candle
lanterns, two flambeaux fires, a dancefloor, tables and chairs, a fully staffed bar and
luxury toilets. Extras include personalised honey jars, hay bales and photo booths.

Adrian Parsonage, the headteacher of The River School, said: “Our school
grounds have long been cherished and nurtured by our school community. Opening
them up to the wider public has always been part of our plans, and we're thrilled

that this has come fo fruition.”

For more information, visit www.oakfieldgardens.co.uk

—
JUST ONE SLICE

Jackie Diamond Cake Design, based in Warwickshire, is offering all bookings placed
before the end of January 2022 free favour cookies for the fop table. Jackie creates
quitky and traditional handmade wedding and celebration cakes. Each design is made

to suit the customer’s personality, tastes and budget.

Ifyou'd like fo meet Jackie and see more of her work, she'll be exhibiting af The
National Wedding Fayre [www.nationalweddingfayre.co.uk] ot the CBS Arenain

Coveniry on 19* and 20" February, 2022
Check out www.fa

book.com/ for more.

WINTER RELAXATION
Moddershall Ocks Couniry Spa Refreat in Staffordshire has launched
a new Winter Wonders Spa Package. Encouraging guests fo fake fime

to chill with loved ones this winter, the seasonal package provides the
perfect balance of festivity and relaxation for guests. Available as a
spa day and break, the limited-edition package s available throughout
December, January and February.

Guests will be spoilt for choice with access to the award-winning
indoor and outdoor spa facilities. Whether you prefer to snuggle up
in front of the crackling fire in the peaceful relaxation lounge or soak
up the crisp winter air in the outdoor vitality spa pool, heated to a
toasty 38 degrees, there is something for everyone. Making use of
their spa experience, you can also relish in the experience showers,
10m swimming pool, Kelo sauna, hydrotherapy pool, heated loungers,
reflexology footbaths and enjoy the new 20-minute Winks of
Wonder massage.

Guests on the spa day package can enjoy an indulgent two-course
lunch in the newly refurbished restaurant. For those who have chosen to
indulge in the Winter Wonders Spa Break, will enjoy the spa fa

es
and check into a luxurious five-star suite before enjoying a scrumptious
two-course evening meal. After a night of deep relaxation, you will

awaken to a freshly cooked breakfast in the restaurant before checkout.
On the day of departure, the spa faciliies are open for guests fo enjoy

MUSICAL SAVINGS
Staffordshire-based harpist Helen Barley is running
a special discount for couples who book her carbon
fibre harp. “The harp sounds amazing and is so easy to
transport,” says Helen. “It makes my life much easier,
50 I've decided to offer couples their ceremony music
for the special price of £200. This includes music for
guests fo enter and wait, the bride’s entrance, a song
as part of the ceremony in place of a reading, during
the signing of the register and for the exit of the happy
couple. It also includes a free home consultation fo help
you choose your music.

“I'm a graduate of the Royal Manchester College
of music and working with a group of aufistic children
led me to buy a small harp as an experiment. Both the
children and | completely fell in love with the harp, and
50 period of infensive Iraining followed, including
lessons from some of the country’s top harpists. | now
play with several local orchestras and enjoy singing at
weddings and other functions. | cover many different
genres of music and offer o wide range of styles in my
repertoire. | also teach the harp and am the director of
the successful 12-strong Dudley Harp Ensemble.”

Please note the offer is unavailable on
bank holidays.
Discover more at www.helenbarley.co.uk

last-minute relaxation until 4:30pm

Visit www.moddershalloaks.com for more information.



WEDDING & ENGAGEMENT PHOTOGRAPHER
www.aliceandgrace.com / 07930 686 677
@alicegraceuk / info®aliceandgrace.com
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Fall in love with
your

Choose your designer
wedding dress and
creafe memories fo
lost a lifetime.
Book your exclusive
appoinimen at
Caroline Clarl
Bridal Boutique:

BRIDAL BOUTIQUE

8 VICTORIA SQUARE, DROITWICH 01905799474
WWW.CAROLINECLARKBRIDALBOUTIQUE CO.UK

Formal Mens Hirewear
Menswear » Made 2 Measure * Alteration Service

nge of services
elegant and

waid

Where traditional meets contemporary

Visit our historical menswear store fo view the very best range of
in-house outfits, in our continuously evolving hire department.

Our friendly and professional feam are here to hefp you with those:
important decisions on your big day where every customer is given
@ personal shopping experience.

Open Monday - Saturday 10am to 4pm
13 Sansome Walk, Worcester WR1 1LU
101905 22814 e: @ co.uk

TWITTER | FacEB00K







FREEBIES & OFFERS

il B

HERE COME THE GIRLS
Kates Dresses in Birmingham specialises in multi-way
bridesmaids’ gowns. The boutique offers jumpsuits,
flowergil's dresses, short gowns and floor-length
versions in more than 80 different colours, so there’s
something fo suit every theme. Mafching cravats and
ties are available as well as a range of luxury face
coverings, brooches, accessories and bandeaus. The
adult gowns are available in sizes six to 18, and
there's also a curve range that fits sizes 18 to 28.
“You can book in fo come and visit my dress suite

with your maids where you will have full access,” says
owner Katie. “We will provide you with one-on-one
tutorials on how to wrap your gowns, and | will find a

style o suit everyone. Our service works on an
' appointment-only basis, so to book, get in touch via
Facebook or email me at sales@katesdresses.co.uk”
We've teamed up with Kates Dresses to offer our
readers an exclusive 10% discount. To receive this fab
offer, simply enter the code “YWMW' on the website
when purchasing. Valid until 28* February, 2022.
To find out more about Kates Dresses and fo see the
full range of dresses, visit www.katesdresses.co.uk

Take advantage of these gorgeous giveaways

and fab offers

WIN A LUXURY HAMPER
WORTH £€115!

Luxury gifting company hampers.com is bringing joy to all
occasions. Each of s gift hampers s lovingly curated and hand-
packed in Oxfordshire, with perfectly paired food and drink from
carefully selected makers and producers

The team at hampers.com is giving County Wedding Magazines
readers the chance to win a Luxury Food & Wine Basket worth £115.
The beautiful wicker basket is packed full of tasty snacks and moreish
treats for nearlyweds to share together. The stars of the show are an
excellent bottle of Prosecco, and a full-bodied Argentinian Malbec
from the Gauchezco Estate, paired with award-winning cheese,
hand-baked biscuits, and luxury Belgian chocolates.

For your chance to win enter via our website, and for more details
about hampers.com and it's range of delecatble gifts for the:
wedding day and beyond visit www.hampers.com



your special day with us at
Lilleshall House & Gardens.

Make your wedding dreams come true in our stunning
heritage setting. Whether you're looking for an intimate
wedding or a larger celebration, we have a wedding package
foryou.

We have availability for 2022 and 2023 dates, so please get
in touch to book a venue tour - we would love to show you
around.

For more information on celebrating your wedding at
Lilleshall House & Gardens, please contact us on 01952
603003 or enquiries.lilleshall@serco.co.uk

lilleshallhouse.co.uk

A

- " weddings . e
[ o FERTep—— & celeb: 233: vhysall.co.uk WEDDING 4
sl . m_.;......

 Frances Stephenson s francesstephenson cok

NS A
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MAKE-UP ARTIST
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SAFARI VENUES, DY12 1LF
01299 406 460 | www.safarivenues.co.uk

Set within the grounds of West Midland Safari Park, Safari Venues is
home fo three gorgeous wedding locations, each one lavish and filled
with traditional decorations. Experience animal encounters, special
safari-inspired gifts and a four-mile safari drive-through, which can be
incorporated info wedding celebrations

Celebrate in style

Spring Grove House, a Georgian manor, is the perfect location for an
elegant wedding. Set within the scenic grounds of the Safari Park, it has
built its well-deserved reputation on impeccable service, luxury menu
selections and attention to detail. There are a variety of rooms to cater
for all numbers, including the use of a private bar and lounge facilities.
Equally impressive are the grounds, comprising of beautifully landscaped

gardens and a spacious private ferrace.

Forlarge wedding celebrations, Treetops Pavilion is big, bold and
beautiful. As one of the most exclusive wedding venues in Worcestershire,
it will create a magical atmosphere. Iis vast proportions and capacity
make it one of the largest entertainment faciliies in the county, perfect for
civil ceremonies, wedding breakfasts and evening receptions

Nestled beneath the grandness of Spring Grove House is Cellarz,

a intimate, brick-vaulted venue with an impressive atmosphere. Rich in
character with a current and contemporary style, Cellarz has its own chic
bar area, dancefloor and cosy alcoves, which can be hired as part of
Spring Grove House or separately.

We love...
The wedding team offer bespoke wedding packages and the opportunity
to work directly with the on-site chefs o create the perfect menu.




01952 603 003 | www.lilleshallhouse.co.uk/weddings

Nestled in secluded surroundings in the Shropshire countryside,
Lilleshall House and Gardens were built in 1831. It was the former
home and hunting lodge of the Duke of Sutherland and overlooks the
Grade Il listed Capability Brown-inspired gardens. There are plenty of
places to take photographs, including the Golden Gates, which are the
exact replicas of those adorning Buckingham Palace and the 70-foot
high obelisk. This grand stately heritage site boasts historical features
with oak-panelled walls in the reception area, original fireplaces and
decorative ceilings in the 29 newly refurbished bedrooms

Sean to

wwwvictoriag

Celebrate in style
The Duke of Sutherland Room is a traditional oak-panelled space that's
formerly the dining room of the Duke and Duchess of Sutherland. It
has a feature fireplace and bay windows overlooking the beautiful
gardens with room for 60 guests.

After the ceremony, receptions are held in Chapters, the Duke of
Sutherland's former library, which features oak-panelled walls and
a fireplace.

We love...

W-day couples will receive a complimentary bridal suite on the night
of the wedding, and friends and family can relax in one of the
newly-renovated bedrooms

07974249 656 | www.theorchardatmunsley.co.uk

The owners of The Orchard at Munsley tied the knot at the property in
2010 and launched it as a wedding venue in September 2019, Situated
in an apple orchard in the heart of Herefordshire, the venue overlooks a
beautiful old church and duck pool. It cozes rustic charm, scenery and
peaceful surroundings that are perfect for taking photographs.

Celebrate in style

Bespoke packages can be tailored to suit couples ideas and budgets or
16

there are three set options available. The team provide a stocked and
manned bar as well as organise the basics, including the fipi/marquee,
the generator for power supply and toilets. Lovebirds will work closely
with @ wedding planner who offers a planning option or on-the-day
coordination. Couples who wish to have a church wedding can get
married at Munsley Church and then stroll down the drive to The Orchard.

We love...
The bespoke service and stunning grounds.
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01386 871 300 | www.karmagroup.com

Karma Salford Hall is a beautiful Grade | listed manor house that retains.
its Tudor charm with stained-glass windows, a bell tower and historic
engraving info Cotswold stone. Set in manicured gardens and nestled
amid rolling hills and farmland, the property has a quintessentially
English feel with new and period furnishings creating a traditional yet
contemporary setting. Once the guest home for the monks of Evesham
Abbey and later owned by King Henry VIIl, the building is steeped in
history and old-world charm with grand fireplaces, wood panelling and
oil paintings.

‘When Charles Stanford married Elenor Alderford, he marked the
occasion by giffing her a bell that hung in the belfry for four centuries
before being stolen in the 1980s. It later turned up, being offered at

>

auction. The owners of the hall at that fime bought it back and returned it
to the tower, where it remains today.

Celebrate in style

There are several spaces available for weddings, including the Walled
Garden, which can accommodate 100 loved ones for the service and the
Tudor Court Lawn with room for 60.

Large receptions are held in the Marquee, which has space for 100
friends and family. Infimate celebrations take place in either the Tempest
Restaurant, that can hold 40 nearest and dearest, or the Palm Court
Conservatory with room for 16

We love...
The happy couple will have access to the bridal suite on the night of the
wedding and receive a menu tasting.

01630 685 242 | www.hawkstonehall.co.uk

Hawkstone Hall & Gardens is a Grade | listed 18"-century mansion
that's a vision of Georgian elegance. The venue encompasses 88 acres
of countryside, rolling hills and ancient trees. At the front of the property
are breathtaking views of the Shropshire countryside and to the rear are
gardens featuring a lily pond, rose garden, apple orchard, irees and stew
pond with waterfalls.

Inside is a collection of historic features, beautifully complemented
by modern touches. There are plush fabrics throughout, the ceilings are.
gilded with gold, and original artwork adorns the walls, all with an Art
Deco twist.

Guests can enjoy a private film screening in the cave, which boasts a
flat-screen TV, PlayStation 4, pool table, darts board and arcade game:
with its own lounge area.

Celebrate in style

There are several spaces available for the ceremony. The Chapel, a grand

room, can accommodate 170 guests while The Ballroom can hold 150.
The Tapestry has a period marble arch and stunning views with room

for 100 loved ones, and The Saloon has gold gilded ceilings, original
artworks and space for 150 peaple.

Receptions are held in The Refectory. Boasting a glittering dancefloor,
personalised lighting and a private bar, it can accommodate 200 nearest
and dearest.

We love...
The Bridal Preparation Wing is complimentary the night before the
wedding, with individual make -up stations, a personal butler, 15 large
sash windows and beds for everyone. Couples will also receive a menu
tasting and exclusive use of the venve.

17



DOVECLIFF HALL

COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL
WHEN A FAIRYTALE CELEBRATION BECOMES A REALITY...

in Burton on Trent, Staffordshire which offers the

s all year round.

uat

Dovecliff Hall Hotel is a Grade Il listed property s
perfect backdrop fol

to the River Dove | P
d staff | Incredible Ic
uests with formal din

ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY

ve use of the full venue at a 50% discounted rate

eds who book their wedding to take place in 2022*
g couples between £1250 and £3000!
conditions apply in relation to minimum numbers]

ding when making a booking before 31# January 2022

FF ROAD,
quir



BOURTON HALL, CV23 9QZ
01926 940 900 | www.bourton-halll.co.uk

Bourton Hall is an ltalianate mansion set within 15 acres of lawns,
and woodland. Offering s Warwickshir
e, the property has all the charm, elegance and grandeur
reate the perfect wedding. Outside is a sandstone ashlar, a
ny, and two large three-story canted bays that give the
notion of a fairytale castle. Guests will be impressed as they step foot in
the door and see the large reception hall with the original feature grand
staircase set underneath two stunning glass cupolas that fill the space with

sive views acre

natural light.
Perched on a ridge above the Leam Valley, the main ferrace is

or enjoying cockiails in the afternoon sun while appreciating
the expansive views. Those that venture out into the grounds will find
hidden gems around every furn, including an original feature ltalianate
pond. Just 10 miles South East of Coventry and 25 miles North West of
Northampton, Bourton Hall offers a secluded country setfing in an easily
accessible position.

-l
THEMED VENUES

CELEBRATE IN STYLE
For an unforgettable ceremony, choose between the former Catholic
chapel, the grand ltalian Room or under The Porfico.

The Italianate former Catholic chapel provides an idyllic backdrop for
your civil ceremony, complete with an omately carved wood and gold
leaf ceiling, and seating for up to 120 guests.
wed in the lfa

Alternatively, choose n Room, with a ¢

height sash windows,
perfect choice for a more intimate offair.
On sunnier days, The Portico, which adjoins the ltalian Room, provides
the perfect outdoor ceremony sefting for couples fo exchange their vows.
The Banqueting Hall seats up to 120 guests and is ideal for the
wedding reception. Boasting extensive views [l

chandelier, ornat ling and doubl

g countryside to
tail in the Chandelier
Bar, relax in the Lounge or dance the night away in the Draycote Bar &
Disco. Both bars are fully stocked with draft lagers, ales and ciders,

the Draycote Water beyond, guests can enjoy a cox

WE LOVE...
Throughout the year, Bourton Hall holds exclusive dinner dates as well as
a winter ball This allows couples to come and enjoy a three-course meal

and stay overnight in one of the delightful main house bedrooms.

Scan to



BLITHFIELD LAKESIDE BARNS, WS15 3NY
07508 194 992 | www.blithfieldlakesidebarns.co.uk

Accessible via a Tkm long driveway, Blithfield Lakeside Barns
is a working farm with plenty of privacy and luscious grounds.
Overlooking the Blithfield Reservoir, the glass-fronted property has
a large patio, wood cladding to the side of the barn and a large car
park to the rear.

CELEBRATE IN STYLE

Couples ie the knot in the Lakeside Wedding Barn. Finished with
whitewash walls, exposed beams and a neutral décor throughout,
it can accommodate 180 seated guests, but there is also a marquee
available for larger celebrations.

WE LOVE...

Accommodation for 32 friends and family is included in the wedding
packages, and couples will also receive exclusive use of the property
between Friday and Monday.

BOUNDLESS WEDDINGS, BELL HEATH, DY9 9UU
01684 574 546 | www.boundlessevents.co.uk

Situated within an area of natural beauty, Boundless Weddings, Bell
Heath is the perfect location for a private countryside celebration whilst
remaining within easy reach of transport networks. Set amidst 20 acres
of beautiful woodland there are endless areas to explore and take
photographs. This property is a blank canvas thaf's ideal for couples
looking to add their own touch to the big day.

Accommodation for up fo 80 guests is included in the hire price,
and there is a range of on-site acfivifies to keep everyone entertained,
20

including zip wires, climbing, archery and more.

CELEBRATE IN STYLE

Blessings can take place at any location within the centre or grounds.
With rolling countryside and wooded areas, couples can create their own
magical space in which to say their vows o use the main hall before i's
transformed for the reception.

WE LOVE...
The woodlands are perfect for an outdoor wedding, evening campfires
and roasting marshmallows under a starlit sky.
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Set in the heart of historic Lichfield, The George Hotel is a
charming 18th century coaching inn which offers a
delightful setting for civil ceremonies and wedding

receptions of up fo 110 guests.

mplimentary
more!

11am to 2pm | free Entry

Gee oo (veliy oo ediingy dusyconfifbe /i

G The GEORGE Hotel

[ 1 r whape a ghot

Bira Ste ., Staffordshire WS13 6PR

01543 41482, dings@fhegeorgelichfield.co.uk
www thegeorgelich .k




Moor Hall Hotel & Spa is a 4* country house hotel,

moorhc
hotel.co.

Situated within an area of natural beauty,
Bell Heath is the perfect location for a private
country wedding that you can truly make your own.




MOOR HALL HOTEL & SPA, B75 6LN
0121 308 3751 | www.moorhallhotel.co.uk

Moor Hall Hotel & Spa is a country house hotel set at the end of a long
tree-lined drive. The sunken garden is a magical setting with a double-
stone staircase, fountain feature centrepiece, Victorian grottos and
space for 180 guests for the vows. There are plenty of places to take
photographs, including the sweeping lawns, natural woodlands and
beautiful gardens.

The venue's new wedding preparation suite is an elegant space, ideal
as a base for the bride or groom as they prepare for their big day. The
room has a double bed and sofa bed, large mirrors with lots of lighting
and plenty of dressing table space for a make-up arfist. There's also a
connection room 5o the bridesmaids can sleepover foo.

There’s also a modern and relaxing spa that can be used for pre-
wedding treatments. The facilities include an indoor pool with a spa bath,

MODDERSHALL OAKS, ST15 8TG
01782 399 000 | www.moddershalloaks.com

Designed with a contemporary feel in mind, Moddershall Oaks has a
state-of-the-art sound system, Swarovski crystal lighting, hand-made
Italian glass chandeliers, a glass bar and moveable walls. Sitvated
in the heart of Staffordshire, the venue sits on the water's edge and is.
surrounded by acres of stunning countryside. This warm and invifing
property has a fresh and neutral décor throughout that's ideal for
cauples looking to add personal touches.

CELEBRATE IN STYLE
Weddings take place outside by the water's edge under the handmade

THEMED VENUES

a sauna and steam room, a refurbished gym and four freatment rooms.

CELEBRATE IN STYLE
The Charter Sute is an elegant and spacious ground-floor room with
its own direct entrance from the car park, a separate bar and views of
the gardens. It can cater for up to 180 loved ones for the service and
breakfast and 250 for the evening reception.
Alternatively, The Bracebridge Room and Longmoor Room are located
on the first floor and can both hold up to 60 friends and family.
Receptions can fake place in The Charter Suite or The Oak Room
Restaurant, both offer sweeping views over the surrounding parkland and
can accommodate 40 nearest and dearest.

WE LOVE...

The bride and groom will receive an overnight stay and menu tasting

gazebo or indoors in a space that will wow guests. The Courtyard,
adjacent fo the venue, is often used in the evening as a lovely break
out space for guests to refreat to should they need fo rest their dancing
feet. It features a wishing well, a fish pond with a waterfall, seafing,
umbrellas and heaters.

WE LOVE...

Included in all wedding packages s a luxurious spa refreat on the night
of the wedding. The happy couple will enjoy a bottle of champagne
after a delicious cooked breakfast while relaxing in the heated outdoor
vitality pool or the private hot tub (available exclusively to overnight
guests only).



PARK HALL

Your Special Day at Park Hall Hotel & Spa...

Our Grade II listed Georgian hotel is one of the most elegant wedding venues in the West Midlands.
Set in five acres of landscaped gardens, with distant views of the Staffordshire countryside, you can
be sure of the perfect venue for your wedding day.

* GRADE II LISTED GEORGIAN HOTEL - CAPACITY FOR UP TO 550 GUESTS
« INDOOR AND OUTDOOR WEDDING LICENCE + HEALTH CLUB & SPA
« 73 BEDROOMS FOR GUEST ACCOMMODATION + FREE PARKING

44 (0) 1902 349510  Em: https://www.parkhallhotelandspa
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For our centrepieces, we opted for beautiful bay trees that

lined the cisle. The ivory complemented our colour scheme,
and as we wanted fo keep things simple, they
worked perfectly

Our favours were made by my mum. Together we run a small
bath products business from home called L & G Soaps. She
We had visited Hoar Cross Hall for my birthday and fell in love with it and knew made soap and bath bombs in emerald green o match our
when it came to choosing our wedding venue that it was the one. colour scheme.

S

I chose heart plaques personalised with
The flowers were ivory and grey andfied  everyone’s names for the place seffings so they Frankies Fancies provided a simple cake with
in with the men'’s suit. could take them home as a keepsake. cream buttercream and real flowers

26



S8

| was extremely nervous the entire morning, and | felt like |
I wore a frumpet-syle fitted dress with a sheer back and beading from Heavenly was shaking, but as soon as | saw Matt waiing for me at
Wedding Belles, a lovely bridal shop near where we live. the end of the aisle, I just felt calm.

The thing that made the day so special was
- how small and infimate the wedding was
The groomsmen and Matt wore steel We were resricted by COVID-19 numbers,
grey suits with white shirts from Peter Posh but it ended up making the day more
Formal Suit Hire. Matt was calm on the day, and he said as soon as. intimate, and we were able fo share it with

he saw me, he just felt love. those closest fo us.

27>



Venue and hair stylist, Hoar Cross Hall, www. § h hall | P her, Michelle Williams Photography,
wwwemichellewiliamsphotography.co.uk | Bride’s dress, Heavenly Wedding Belles, wwewheavenlyweddingbelles.co.uk | Groom's suit, Pefer
Posh Formal Suit Hire, wwsw.peferposh.co.uk | Bridesmaids’ dresses, ASOS, www.asos.com | Make-up arist, Amal X Beauty,

www.instagram.com/amalxbeauty | Stationery, Simply Beaufiful, www.simplybeautifuloccasions.co.uk | Cake, Frankies Fancies,
weww.facebook.com/frankiesfancieslawley | Favours, L & G Soaps, www.facebook.com/landgsoaps
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Alexandra and Darryl met as children and years later celebrated
their love with a gorgeous wedding at Barns and Yard

Images courtesy of Daniella Marinos Photography
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lexandra and Darryl met when they were children. “I was

friends with his sister,” says Alexandra. “We then met later at
& mutual friend's engagement party. We share a love of Formula
1 and have lots of mutual interests.”

Darryl popped the question on Christmas Day. “He wrote it on

a card and woke me up early as he was so impatient,” shares the
bride. “He thoughtfully sought the permission of my dad before
proposing, and it was wonderful being able fo share the day with
family. It was definitely a surprise, and | didn't even believe him
when | read it"

“The Barns and Yard is @ gorgeous sefiing, and the owners have
done an incredible job of renovating the space, giving it a very
relaxed yet smart vibe,” adds Alexandra. “The shed was an
instant draw due to the wonderful combination of modern and
rustic décor, and the on-site accommodation gave the day a
lovely atmosphere.”

Daisy Belle Floral Design provided the flowers. “I chose @
waterfall bouguet with sunflowers, gerberas, an abundance of
eucalyptus and blue delphiniums to honour our friend Del who is
no longer with us,” explains the bride. “The bridesmaids carried
smaller versions which we then used as decorations for the main
tables. We also chose copper pillar candles to emphasise the
lighting in the barn.”

“We purchased a semi-naked cake from Home Farm Kitchen,”
recalls Alexandra. “The three-tier design was made up of lemon,
elderflower, white chocolate, fresh raspberries and black forest
with kirsch and cherry compote. It was beautifully decorated
with lots of delicious buttercream and fresh flowers to match our
colour scheme. We displayed it on a hoop stand embellished with
eucalyptus and blue delphiniums.”

The happy couple chose four round tables for their guests and
atop table. “We allocated our nearest and dearest with a table
but asked them to sit where they liked,” says the bride. “For our
place names, we printed them on seed paper with everyone’s
food choices.”

“Our favours were free seeds,” shares Alexandra. “We also
gave out bags of sweets in biodegradable glassine bags. Darryl
and | supplied some of the décor ourselves as we run a stationery
company called HiveWeddings. We made a rose gold welcome
sign, a seafing plan, cards and a gift sign. The Cofswold Vintage
Party Hire provided the floral arch, garland and wreaths. It used
mainly artificial flowers with a few fresh versions from the owner's
garden. This was tailored to fit our theme and was the perfect
backdrop for the day.”

The food and canapés were provided by Martin Lovell -
Professional & Private Chef Services. “He kindly let us choose
ourfood options, 50 we went for a classic roast option,” adds
the bride. “The food was amazing, especially the Eton mess!

The evening food was provided by lan at The Old Dough Hook.
The pizzas and accompaniments were delicious. We cannot
recommend both caterers highly enough!”

“I wore an A-line dress from La Boutique, a fantastic shop in
Exeter that sells new, used, and sample designer dresses and all
of the profits are donated to charity,” explains Alexandra. “My
gown had a beaded bodice with a lovely V-neck back and long






train. | accessorised with deep red heels and a stunning
belt and back necklace made by my best woman,
Lucy. She spent days painstakingly making these with
tiny beads. After the band's first set, | changed info a
short yellow dress from ThePretylnfinity with rose gold
shoes that | could dance easily in. My necklace was

a wedding gift from Darryl, my earrings were from
MyHartBeading, and | wore two bracelets.”

Darryl and the groomsmen opted for grey checked
suits with white shirts and yellow fies.

“The bridesmaids chose full length, light grey dresses
from ThePreftylnfinity, " recalls the bride. “They all
picked different styles that suited their tastes and body
shapes which looked beautiful. They also had flower
crowns provided by Eve af Daisy Belle Floral Design.”

“We hired a band called The Mini Big Band who
were absolutely fantastic,” says the bride. “We cannot
praise them enough! They performed swing and jazz
songs, which | love as | used to play the trumpet.
Darryl chose this specific band as he liked the magical
delivery of the singer as well as the talent of the whole
band. They were professional and fun at the same fime.

It went down really well with all our guests.”

“We were relaxed on the morning of the wedding as
the seffing was so perfect,” shares Alexandra. “I was
nervous about standing in front of our friends and
family during the ceremany as we're both very shy
people, but the day was mostly relaxed and fun. The
photos certainly show how the smile never left my face.
Having everyone there fo celebrate with us meant
lot, especially after a hard year due to COVID-19."

Alexandra and Darryl were nervous about their
first dance, but it turned out to be a magical moment.
“We weren't sure if we would do the first dance, but |
decided to ask my grandparents to join us,” adds the
bride. “They had a difficult ime fter my grampa had
a stroke the previous year, but his recovery has been
wonderful, and it meant so much that they were able to
dance with us. Luckily all eyes were on them!”

“One of our favourite moments was the speeches,”
explains Alexandra, “My best woman, Lucy, wrofe
a gorgeous poem for us which was so moving. All of
the bridesmaids were great at helping me get ready,
doing my hair and make-up and generally making the
day a lot of fun. | want to thank my parents too as they
helped us have the wedding of our dreams. Our close
family were incredible with helping us to prepare the
venue, and Nicky and Lisa from Barns and Yard were
amazing at making sure everything ran smoothly on
the day. Our photographer, Daniella Marinos, was
also fantastic at making us feel relaxed, and she got so
many photos that really showed how fun the day was.”




Marinos Photography, www.daniellamarinosphotography.com
Bride’s dress, La Boutique, wwiw.laboutique.org.uk Mens Tweed Suits, www.menstweedsuits.com | Bridesmaids’ dresses,

ThePreftylnfinity, www.theprettyinfinity.co.uk | Jewellery, MyHariBeading, www.myhartbeading.com | Cake, Home Farm Kitchen,

omefarmkiichen.com | Flowers, Daisy Belle Floral D
wwwetsy.com/uk/shop/hiveweddings | Entertainment, The Mini Big Band, www.theminibigband.co.uk | Décor, Cotswold Vintage Party Hire,
www.cofswoldvintagepartyhire.co.uk | Catering, Martin Lovell - Professional & Private Chef Servi o uk | Evening
The Old Dough Hook, www.theolddoughhook.co.uk | Bar, The Watering Hole Event Bars Lid, www.hewateringholeeventbars.co.uk
Real Flower Petal Confetti Company, www.confeftidirect.co.uk | Furniture, Valley Furniture Hire, www.valleyfurniturehir
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WARWICK

HOUSE

A lucrscsioually ligant vensce 1l amongst tiees and slscnning gasdens

Warwick House is sct in stunning gardens and a
landscaped terrace, creating a romantic setting
perfect for exchanging vows and celebrating with
loved ones. A varicty of clegant indoor and outdoor
spaces can facilitate weddings from a small and

intimate to large lavish celebration. At the end of

WARWICK HOUSE
10 Warwick Road
Warw

your celebrations retire to our Honeymoon Suite,
the real charm of this room lies in its sumptuous

four-poster bed and iconic windows

Warwick House is yours exclusively — your

weddin our wa

and your home for the day.

01926 815738

enquir wickhouse.co.uk

www.warwickhouse.co.uk
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Laura and Sam fell in love with Barnutopia and knew it was the perfect wedding venue for them

) @
0 4

Images courtesy of Andy Boyle Photography

Luura and Sam first laid eyes on each other at a bar. “I liked how

nice he was and that we had lots in common,” says Laura. “I was
in university at the time, and Sam would come fo see me, and we
would watch the rugby in Cardiff. When I moved back home, we
moved in together.”

Sam proposed in May 2016. “It was a few months after my dad
and brother had passed away,” shares the bride. “We had booked
a couple of nights away in Trearddur Bay in Anglesey. We walked
to the shop, and | was quite surprised that Sam had bought a bottle
of prosecco because he doesn't really drink it. We went for a walk:
along the coast and sat down in a lovely spot. The sun was shining,
and there was nobody else around. Sam started fo unload his bag,

and he pulled a'ring out of a pair of socks and asked me fo marry
him. | said yes, of course, and was so happy that he had asked. IFs
nice knowing that someone wants to spend the rest of their life with
you. After the trauma of the previous months, it was lovely having
something positive 1o look forward to. Everyone was pleased. |
loved the ring because he had designed it himselffrom Clogau
Welsh gold. | was definitely not expecting it on that day. | had been
fo see @ psychic who said he was going to propose in Corwall
during a holiday we had planned. | had told Sam this and i turns
out he was going 1o, but after I told him, he changed his mind.”
Here she shares some of her favourite moments from their
big day.
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Venue, Barnutopia, wwi m | Andy Boyle wwn m

Bride’s dress, Fern Hart Bridalwear, www.facebook.com,/bowsbridalwear | Suits, Moss Bros, www.moss.co.vk | Hair stylist, Gigi Bridal
Hair, www.gigibridalhairwixsite.com/gigi | Make-up arist, Just B iful Make Up, www.facebook beyoutifult
Flowers, The Flower Gallery, www.facebook.com//theflowergalleryoswesiry | Hay bales, Kinsale Farm and Stud,

www facebook.com,/kinsale-farm-and-stud-176310352482296 | Catering, Piggin Delicious, www.piggindelicious.co.uk | DJ and disco, Happy

Sounds Mobile Disco, www.happysoundsmobiledisco.co.uk | Singer, Danny Gruff, www.dannygruff.com | Mobile bar, The Five Star Bar Company,

www.fivestarbarcompany.co.uk | Honorary mention, Oliver Rees www.
10



Twigg Floral Design
Beoslfpl e il

WEDDING FLOWERS

Inspired by the seasons
using British-grown, sustainable flowers and foliage.

WWW.TWIGGFLOWERS.CO.UK
info@twiggflowers.co.uk 07807366146

At TDR B
selection of wedding dres:
Birmingham and the West Midlan
the best-stocked boutiques in the UK.

We work hard to source gowns to suit every bride,
regardless of size, shape, age or budget. We have great
relationships with the designers we partner with and w
know that their dresses, combined with our experience

working with 10 d the years will gu:

that you will find the dre has been made for you

Just because we are big, it doesn’t mean we aren’t
completely committed to helping you find your dream
dr
TDR Bridal is where the magic happens!

To make your personal appointment with one of our

amazing team, get in touch or request an appointmen

bridal.co.uk
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Personalised Wedding Gifts

Memorable presents for bride and groom

CONTACT
t: 01905 391 347 e: info@fiat500hire.com

©
FARRAR é,TANN ER
WWW.FARRAR-TANNER.CO.UK

GREAT LENGTHS EXTENSIONS . BRIDAL PARTY HAIR SERVICES . ON LOCATION BRIDAL HAIR .

f $)

LUXURY BRIDAL HAIR SERVICES

Creating a trusted relationship with Bella Diva Wedding clientele starting with a detailed,

relaxed consultation that enquires about your wedding location, your personal style, and

even your dress style, while also requesting inspirational photos that showcase your likes-
and dislikes-to ensure a deeply personal experience.

Call 01564 898 469 Website henleyinardensalon.co.uk

BEINIEA D 1VA

HAIR & MAKE-UP



TRANSPORT

Our favourite transport options

n your big day, all eyes will be on you, so why not impress
Oyour guests will wow-factor transport? Whether you're
looking for something traditional, fun or quirky, our wonderful
region has something o suit.

and

v harn g
N
b
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Va-Va Vroom!

Fiat 500 Hire rents out classic ltalian cars for weddings, photo
shoots, events and filming, With several locations, the company
offer Fiat 500 from a few hours up to a full day for weddings,
with all trips catered for, whether you're having a church
ceremony or at a country house. The cars are chauffeur driven,
and the front passenger seat can be taken out so that there is
more room for the all-important dress! Don't be put off by the size
of the classic Fiat 500, they are larger than you think, and they
will definitely bring that wow factor.

BOOK IT: www.fiat500hire.com

Arrive in slyle
Surprise your friends and family by arriving on  horse. Not only will it create
memorable photographs, but everyone will love interacting with it too.
TOP TIP: Get some riding lessons before the big day.

High in the sky
Want to make a dramatic
entrance? A helicopter is
sure fo impress your

guests and is perfectfor
glamorous celebrations.
TOPTIP: No all properties
willbe able to cater for a
helicopter, so check

before booking

BOOK IT:

wwiw heli-ride.co.uk

A bicyele made for two
If you're gefting ready near the venue, iry fo think outside of the
box and go for something different, such s a bike.

TOP TIP: Make sure your dress is out of the way before you start

tiding 1o avoid any wardrobe malfunctions



An old classic
Look for a vintage car, perfect for a raditional wedding. Beep beep
TOP TIP: Decorate it with bows and ribbons in your chosen

Look for a fun faxi fo fransport you on the day.
TOP TIP: Ask the driver to decorate the car with a ribbon or bow.

colour scheme.

BOOK IT: www.coventryweddingcars.com

i Ride in stvle
Couples wanfing fo ransport al o their wedding guestscould il C T sLyl¢
hire a double-decker bus. Perfect for unconventional weddings, a tuktuk is sure o keep your loved ones
TOP TIP: With so much space available, you'll be able to fit talking and looks great in photographs.
everyone on board for pictures. TOP TIP: If you're having a ballgown, make sure it fits inside the vehicle.
BOOK IT: www.wyvern-omnibus.co.vk BOOK IT: www.uktuk-hire.co.uk

Take to the sky A\ touch of vintage

Arrive from the sky in a hot air balloon. AVolkswagen split-screen Campervan is a groovy way of travelling fo the church.
TOP TIP: Not all venues will be able to accommodate this. TOP TIP: It's big enough to hold the whole bridal party.

BOOK IT: www.balloonjourney.co.uk BOOK IT: www.strawberryfieldvdubs.co.uk
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TRANSPORT

Sporty sels of wheels

Treat your partner to a wow-factor sports car.

TOP TIP: If budget allows, hire matching versions for the
wedding party. . oL
BOOK IT: www theweddingcarhirepeople.co.uk A fairytale feeling

Travel to your venue like a princess in a horse-drawn carriage.

TOP TIP: Have a back-up plan in case it rains.

River of dreams

If you're marrying near the water, @ boat might be the perfect
ansportation for you. Not only will you see some beautiful
sights, but you could even have some snaps taken as you sail off.
TOP TIP: Be careful you don't get your dress wet.

Rail roads

Why not travel by train2 Rent a carriage or two and throw a pre-wedding party
on board

TOP TIP: Remember, the journey may be noisy.

e

Country loving Fire starter

Tractors are far from traditional and offer plenty of photo ops. For an unforgettable experience, why not hire  fire engine with a television and
TOP TIP: It might be worth booking an alternative transport fo audio system?

take you back o your hotel, as the tractor could take o TOP TIP: Avoid wearing red to ensure you don't clash with the vehicle.

few hours. BOOK IT: www.citylimos.info
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County Wedding Magazines editor Melissa Barker shares her wedding planning journey

his year has flown by, can you believe i's

nearly Chrisimas? Ifs starting to dawn on
me that this is my last as a Miss - eek — and
July will creep around quickly so the countdown
is officially on! My fiancé, Dave, and | have
booked most of our suppliers including the
venue, photographer and florist and I've even
found my dress — but there's still plenty to do!
We're getting really excited as the day draws
closer, and the more | write about all of your
beautiful weddings, the more real it seems that
we will have our very own wedding day. In this
issue, read all about our pre-wedding shoot
and my search for the perfect accessories.

Dave and | were unsure if we wanted to book a
pre-wedding shoot as we don't like our picture
being taken and can be quite awkward in front
of the camera. | spoke o a few of our married
friends and they all recommended booking a
shoot, so we decided to go for it. As we got
engaged during the last lockdown, we had
only met our photographer once over Skype, so
we felt the shoot would also be a good way of
getting to know him better ready for our
big day.

We'd arranged to meet on a beach in Kent,
and as I'm sure you can tell from the pictures,
it was extremely blustery and cold, so much
s0 we were convinced we would appear blue

in the final shots! Although it wasn't the perfect
weather condifions, the combination of our
windswept appearence — my hair must have
looked like Medusa - onlookers and relaxed
nature of our photographer made the shoot fun!
1 was very nervous beforehand, changing my
outfit 10 times much to Dave’s annoyance, but
once we were there we both felt at ease and
had a great fime. If you're debating booking a
shoot, Id highly recommend it

YRISE AND SH

NE

Wedding planning has been prefty
straightforward overall, but when it came

to choosing my accessories, | felt very
overwhelmed. | wouldn't describe myself as
particularly girly, but | wanted something that
would make me look beautiful on the day
without being overpowering. After hours of
shopping, | surprised myself by discovering |
have a hidden love for pearls, so when | came
across a pearl and floral hair clip, | just knew
that I had to have itl I'm planning to finish

my look with a pair of pear earrings and
pendant necklace.

My shoes have also been difficult. I'm 5ft
2ins and Dave is more than 6fttall, so | was.
debating whether to wear heels to make the
height difference less apparent. All the heels
that | loved were really expensive and | was
beginning to have nightmares about falling
over as | walked down the aisle — I'm not the
most gracious person even in flats! So, after
looking at countless websites and going info

what feels like every shoe shop in Essex, I finally

decided to embrace my height and purchased
a pair of glittery trainers with satin laces from
Kate Spade. Although different to what | had
orginally envisaged, | think the look suits my
dress and it's made me feel more relaxed
knowing | won't be going to A&E on the
big day.

Lastly, Dave and | went ring shopping - a
traditonal wedding element we still wanted

for our nuptials. When we arrived at the
jewellers, which was the same branch that
Dave purchased my engagement ring from, |
was pleasantly surprised to learn they had
matching wedding ring that I, of course, had
to have. Luckily we are months ahead of our
wedding, however we were made aware that
some ring designs can take up to four months to
arrive in the store - take note readers that are
planning last-minute ‘I dos’t

Dave never wears jewellery, so he was
unsure of what style he wanted and all of the
different types of metal and cuts were quite
overwhelming for him. After doing some
research and asking our friends for their
opinions, he decided on a plain plafinum band
that looks great

Make sure you check out the next issue
where I'll be discussing our search for the

perfect entertainment.




BRIDE’S DIARY

We've ordered wooden cutouts of our
guests’ names to be used as place
names. They look really cute and
double up as favours.

Originally, we didn't want light-up letters, but Dave and | have purchased an ook
after seeing a set-up at one of our venue's direction sign that will greet our guests as
wedding shows, we loved the look and have they enter our venue.

hired them.

Although | was against the idea of wearing
a veil, | tried one on with my dress and fell
in love.

We're planning to buy personalised cuffinks
for Dave and his best man,

We came across a local company that creates Our venue offers guests a choice of ribbons when
personalised cake foppers, so we've decided they enter the venue, pink if they want people fo
o order one with figures of us and our cat. keep their distance, green if they 're comfortable

1o shake hands and blue i they are happy to
hug. 1 hink ifs G great way of making sure that
everyone feels happy and safe on the day.

\ \\
\ \\
X \\
NN\ \\\
For our tables, we're purchased concrete

Ilove this buttonhole wrapped in fwine and am  planters that are shaped like characters from our

going to ask our florist f she can do the same. favourite fims and tv shows to add a personal
touch o the day.
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Home studio based in Nuneaton
Covering Norwickshire and surrounding areas

Beautiful unique cakes designed especially for your dream wedding doy

Consultations and sample boxes available br appointment

Ema:jackiefdiomond@aclcom Call: 0797 404 1934
@jackiediomondcakedesign v facebook com/jacklediamondcakes

'WHERE EVERY

( S/ FANTASTIOUE

IS SPECIAL

BESPOKE WEDDING CAKES “
Designed with your personalify in mind,
Over 30 delicious flavours.

CELEBRATION CAKES
& CUPCAKES

For every occasion, theme and budget.

POSTAL CUPCAKES

& TREAT BOXES

To loved ones for birthdays, anniver-

saries, baby showers, bridal parties or

corporate fhank you gifs. with code
YYwMo821*

“Tac apply
07773298563 / 01527401236

cranberryandthyme.com
07860497509
/| FaceBook/Instagram:
J (@cranberryandthyme

WEDDING & BVENT SEYLIS

57 Market Street; Hednesford, Staffordshire WSI2 1AD.
info@sorella-events.co.uk | 01543 642652

Sorella is a family run business, working in
and around the west midlands, producing
beautiful and unusual venue design.

‘We are creative and driven by our fabulous clients to
always deliver a first class service with spectacular venue
transformations, from small events to grand weddings, we've
got it covered. With many years in the Wedding Industry, and
in flower design, we believe the secret of our success lies in
personally creating designs which truly reflect our clients and
their occasions. Added to that our attention to detail and our
attitude to “go the extra mile” and you can really delight in
our unrivalled 5 star service.




EXPERT ADVICE

Our experts solve your problems

FESTIVE ANCE
How can we incorporate our winter theme into our flowers
and décor?

ON

To ensure your flowers look their best, it's important to pick options that
are in season. Blooms available in the winter include delicate ranunculus,
camellia and anemones. Pair these with berries to create a festive feel.
Foliage is also important, use brunia, silver eucalyptus and pine cones,
but don't be afraid to use spruce fo create a winter wonderland.

My wife-to-be and I would
love to incorporate the time of
year into our cake. What do
you suggest?

Winter wonderland weddings can
vary depending on if you're going
for a snowy or warm and cosy feel.
If you're going for the latter, you
might want to introduce a spray of
flowers in deep reds, berries and
pine cone or pine leaves (arlificial
for food safety) with accents of gold

leaves, rich coloured bases and textures on the cake.

Alternatively, for a snowy look, opt for a snowglobe with
personalised figures and create a forest with fairylights for a
touch of warmth. This will look amazing with a bark effect wood
log as the bottom fier with a flower spray and deer anflers made
from chocolate.

Samantha Strecker | Cake expert
www.cakefantastique.com

Consider colours that would complement the bridesmaids’ dresses for
your décor and flowers. A cool, snowy feel would look great in any
venue where greys and silvers feature. Alternatively, using deep dramatic
reds and berries along with dark foliage can add a warm cosy feel o
your winter wedding. Both looks scream winfer but remember to try and
get creative with your florist to create a truly romantic setting.

Kerry Goodyear | Florist and event stylist
‘www.sorelladecor.co.uk

MUSIC TO MY EARS

We're thinking of booking a harpist for our
big day. What should we expect and be
aware of before booking?

Consider what type of harp you'd like at your
wedding as there are many different styles and
sizes available. For example, a grand, golden
antique opfion may be used in a large church or
stately home, whereas a smaller, more modern

version may suit a confemporary seffing.

Ask your harpist for a consultation either in person or online, so you can
discuss their available opfions. | also advise you hear them perform live
before booking

See if theyre flexible with fimings. Weddings are notoriously difficult to
keep to a strict timetable, so if a harpist is booked for two hours, it could be
disruptive if they pack up halfway through the dessert. It's best to book by
event rather than hourly, so ask for quotes and shop around.

Check whether the harpist has amplification available for larger numbers.
Al harps can be fitted with electric pick-ups with wireless fransmission, s0 no
railing wires are necessary.

Does your prospective supplier offer any extra services like singing or
entertaining children with small harps?

Helen Barley | Harpist
www.helenbarley.co.uk
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We're having a Christmas-themed wedding and would love fo ' ,

incorporate some of the season’s flavours info our cake. Do you
have any suggestions?

There are many ways you can incorporate seasonal flavours info your
cake. Here are some of our ideas:
Why not indulge in chocolate and spice it up with cinnamon, orange
and @ hint of cardamon filled with a rich chocolate ganache?
If you don'tlike orange, then how about a dark chocolate cake filled
with white chocolate and peppermint ganache? Ideal if you're
serving your cake as dessert.
My all-ime favourite treat for this fime of year is Baileys, o give a
raditional vanilla sponge  hit of Baileys and fil it with white
chocolate and Bailey's ganache
Raspberry red velvet filled with a raspberry liqueur is delectable.
A spice cake filled with cinnamon, mace, nutmeg and allspice with a
white chocolate ganache creates a seasonal feel without the
traditional fruitcake.
Bring back your childhood memories with  light gingerbread
sponge filled with a rich chocolate ganache.
IFyou're finding it hard to decide, remember you don't have fo
stick fo just one flavour.

Jackie Diamond | Cake expert
www.facebook.com/jackiediamondcakes

Do you have any ideas of how we can create a winter
wonderland-themed wedding?

Imagine walking through a wooded glade with a sea of twinkling
fairylights and lanterns whilst your guests snuggle under cosy throws
and blankets. Creating a winter woodland wedding is all about
mixing the beauty of the great outdoors with cosy fouches fo create
an enchanting space for your loved ones. Choosing a venue with
magical outdoor area will give you the blank canvas you need, whilst
the trees create a wonderful backdrop for your photographs with lots of
soft colours and textures.

Make the most of the space and trees. Use the branches to hang
lanterns and small bottles or vases filled with delicate stems in rich
burgundies, soft whites and crisp greens. You want the colours fo reflect
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the outdoor space and the natural environment. You can even hang
delicate glass o mirrored baubles fo catch the light and create magical
patiems around you.

Using natural materials throughout your décor, such as a log slice
cake stand and hand-painted wooden signage, will help e the theme:
together. Name your ables after woodland flora and fauna and create
a dressing up area for guests fo take fun photos!

Bring out trays of steaming winter Pimms and warm cider with slices
of apple, or set up a hot chocolate bar with a myriad of syrups and
toppings for your friends and family fo choose from.

As the evening ends, gather your nearest and dearest around a
roaring campfire for foasted marshmallows under the twinkling stars.

Charlotte Manns | Boundless Events
www.boundlessoutdoors.co.uk



Accessories
www.madewithloveaccessories.co.uk

toni@madewithloveaccessories.co.uk | 07968401320
(©) madewithloveaccessories | [ madewithloveandsparkles | © madewithlove144
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The muliway dress is the perfect occasion dress, paricularly for bridesmaids and occasional wear. The muliway can be wiapped in endless
styles allowing you 1o feel nothing less than beautiful in @ style that is wiapped to show your best fectures! YOU - are in confrol of the dress!
Guys... We have you covered lool No need 1o shop around finding a fie, bow fie or cravat to maich your bridesmaid dresses
- available from baby fo adult.

MULTIWAY DRESS SPECIALIST

Visit our website for mors infermaion whare you con view our fullproduct range and services. You can also follow aur socials for caily updates, inspiretion end e latest wedciing frends.
4

v katesd ok | soles@k ok | Focebook @katesdresses |




LOOKING YOUR BEST

o out

Tips for looking your big-day best

hether you're the bride, groom or bridesmaid, you will want fo look your best on the big
day, so to help you choose the perfect look, we've asked local suppliers for heir top fips.

01213 596 500 | www.cavani.co.uk

From our experience, some grooms will be very
involved from day one while others will leave
their suit until the month before the wedding
Choosing your suit up fo a year before the big
day is quite normal if you know exactly what
you're looking for or have a specific theme in
mind. It would be wise to leave the final fitting
uniil around six weeks before as you may lose
or gain weight since the time you purchased it.
The theme of the day and the time of the year will dictate the cloth you  shoes, socks and cravat or tie. You'll also need a nice watch and

choose. A tweed suit won't be comfortable in the height of summer, just  cuffinks, which could be a gift from your partner.

as a linen version will be out of place at a winter wedding. There are: There are a variety of different styles for the modern groom to

plenty of colour and fabric opfions out thers, 5o fake your fime fo work  complete his wedding look. The best fie options are blue, cream and

out exaclly what you want and what will work with your day. ivory in silk. If you're wearing a waistcoat or cummerbund, then go
Don't forget about the other essentials such as your waistcoat, skirt, without a bel.

MEET KATE WARLAND
FROM HIZ JEWELLERY

02072 486 414 | www.hizjewellery.com

We know how important it is for you fo choose the right
wedding ring, and there are many different requirements
and preferences that need fo be considered before making
a decision. The width and weight are important factors
when choosing a wedding ring as they affect the durability
and comfort. Depending on the content of precious metal,
dth and weight whether

men's wedding rings can vary in
they contain diamonds or not. Our wedding rings come in
three basic sizes, 5mm, 6mm and 7mm. There are a few

rings available in the collection that are wider such as our
showcase dress ring at 9.5mm. The wider the ring is, the fighter
the fit on your finger, so you may want to go up a size if
you're having a wider wedding ring.

You must consider if you'll be wearing rings on the adjacent
fingers; it can be uncomfortable if the rings butt up against
one another, so a thinner wedding ring might be more
appropriate. Also, consider the colour of your other rings and
choose a precious metal that will blend in.

If you're not used to wearing jewellery, then you might
not want fo go for a wide or heavyweight ring as this might
feel too “obvious’ on your finger. It might also be worthwhile
considering your job and lifestyle. If you work with your hands
or play sport frequently, you might not want fo continually
remove your wedding ring or tape it up if it is a wider band.
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MEET KATIE SAUNDERS

FROM KATES DRESSES

k | w k

Do your research and find local bridal shops which have good reviews
and book appointments well in advance fo avoid disappointment.
Arrange a suitable date for you and your maids and get your favourite
boutiques booked, make it fun, have lunch, Prosecco and treasure

the memories.

You will find that high street brands will be seasonal with their
bridesmaids’ dresses, so if you're planning on buying it there, then you
will need to start shopping at least a year in advance.

Women always want to look their best and feel good in their outfis,

5o if they have asked to be a bridesmaid, they may want to lose weight,
which can leave the bride waiting to start shopping. Multiway dresses are

a handy option because they have an elasticated waist meaning a weight
fluctuation won't affect the dress. However, if you opt for a zip dress,
this may need o be altered, so have a seamstress booked in advance to
accommodate any last-minute alterations.
Our mulliway dresses are perfect for your bridesmaids as they come
in different lengths which work for pefite and tall maids and have an
elasticated waist that will fit most dress sizes - saving you a fortune on
alteration fees. It can be wrapped in endless styles allowing each maid
to adapt the dress to their preferred style, such as one shoulder/plunge,
resulling in everyone feeling incredible and confident on the day.
Ultimately as the bride, you may need to make some firm decisions. Try
notto accommodate everyone as this can often be impossible, and too
many opinions can confuse things. Focus on your vision and choose what
works for you and your partner. Remember this is exciting so shopping
should be fun.

OUR WEDDING DRESS TIPS

¥ Go against tradition with a coloured
wedding dress or add a pastel tulle skirt
over the top of your gown. This can then
be removed later in the evening fo create a
completely different style.

¥ Add a pop of colour through your veil or by
adding a belt

¥ You obviously want fo look your best but fry
and remember the smaller details.
Accessories are a great way of
incorporating your chosen colour
scheme/theme and complementing
your overall appearance.

¥ Wedding planning is basically o full-fime
ob, and like any other position, you need
fo take a break from it. Give yourself at
least one or two days off a week.

¥ Ifyou want something unique, a bespoke
creation may be the best option for you but
take into considerafion the fime scale and
money involved. Most bridal boutiques
suggest you visit up to a year before your
wedding, but if you're after a tailored
creafion, it may be worth booking an
appointment as soon as possible fo ensure
you get exactly what you're looking for.



Claire Harmer
Professional Hair & Make-up Artist

Specialist in bridal hair

& make-up
www.claireharmerbeauty.co.uk
info@claireharmerbeauty.co.uk
07771 620080

BRIDAL STUDIO

SAMPLE SALE NOW ON
PERFECTIONS B

46 Friar Street, Worce:

www.perfectionsbridalstud

www.event-in-a-tent.co.uk ¢ Tel: 01978 661449 * info@event-in-a-tent.co.uk




26-28 ISLINGTON ROW MIDDLEWAY, BIRMINGHAM B15 1LD
TEL: 0121 454 8778 [SIINFO@ ALcoMm YBRIDAL v ALCOUTURE

GEORGIA

MAKEU P ARILNST

My passion is makeup and to make every Bride look and
feel amazing, after all a Wedding Day is one of the most
important days of your life and it will probably be captured
in hundreds of photos,

| use gorgeous skincare products and luxury makeup
brands and professionally apply to ensure each of my
brides is glowing. confident and readly for her special day.

Bridal trials can be held at home or at my new studio in
Halesowen and with a variety of Wedding Packages and
bespoke ideas Im sure | have an option for you

www georgiaroundmakeupartist com
contact@georgiaroundmakeupartist.com | 07870428520




MEET DEAN CARTER
FROM CARTER ESQUIRE

07429 570 655 | www.carteresquire.co.uk

Carter Esquire believes that the groom and his
VIP's should receive the platinum service they
deserve. Here we list the key considerations
and questions fo ask when deciding on your
perfect suit:

Your wedding theme — Have you agreed
on the overall theme for your day? It may be
classical, vintage, country, modern, bohemian
or even Art Deco. The groom's look should
complement the theme, such as a black tux may
suit a classical theme, whereas a tweed would
work well in a vintage or country style wedding.

Think seasonal - Consider the season that
the wedding will take place. Mix things up with
a patterned, h L plaid or houndstooth

chair covers efc. Here at Carter Esquire, we can
colour match fabrics and offer advice. Opting
for the same suit in different colours could work
well for variation across the party.

Fit matters — The key to pulling off a killer suit
is the fit, this means that it's important to wear a
suit that complements your body shape. There
are three main types of fit: Regular - for those
who prefer a classic style in a comfortable fit
‘with room for extra movement. If's also ideal for
people with a larger build than average. Slim —
ideal for those with a slimmer physique. Tailored
— a more streamlined look and a midway option
that allows more movement than a regular fit

Accessorise your look — Accessories can
be just as important as the suit when it comes to
injecting some personality into an outfit, so take
time to find the perfect additions and ensure
they match your suit. Cufflinks add a touch of

i whilst a patterned fie can look

suitto add variation and a sense of personality.
Colours Scheme — Does your wedding have
a particular colour scheme? I's important to
decide if you want certain things to match, such
as the ties and flowers, bridesmaids’ dresses,

OUR TOP TIPS

great against a dark suit. A bright silk fie is ideal
for adding a splash of colour to summer events.
We stock a multitude of different accessories
and can offer advice as to what looks best

with wha.

LOOKING YOUR BEST

¥ Hiring is cheaper and often more convenient, but when you buy,
you'll often end up with a better suit. Make the decision based
on your budget. You could buy the groom’s suit and hire the

groomsmen’s suits that way you can save money without
compromising on quality.

¥ Trust your supplier, they are there fo help and have
expert knowledge.

¥ At the start of your appoiniment, your consultant will ask about

your ideas and plans for the big day. Be descriptive as this will help
paint a picture of how you envisage your special day and don't be
afraid to ask questions.

¥ Dress to your faste for the appointment. This will help the consultant
recognise your style.

¥ Look through their collections and choose the designs that stand
out to you. Take advantage of the consultant’s knowledge, as outfits
can look completely different on a hanger and they will know
instantly what will suit your shape.




ANGUS BASKERVILLE

1 profesional maicanand memborof The Mg il base i West
across the UK. |

o 2o range of wedéing pockages nclding

TABLE MAGIC INBETWEEN COURSES | MINGLING DURING RECEPTION | MINGLING
DURING PHOTOGRAPHS | CLOSE-UP/MINGLING BEFORE AND AFTER THE SPEECHES
BESPOKE PACKAGES T0 SU INDVIDUAL REGUIREMENTS

the job I perorm
areas, both on stage and wih close up, but there s something so special about
being prt of s vectding cay | considerl such aprilege o e able (o acd value to

il i ot share a love of |
who may not be known Lo each other unti that day.

Capriccio

T:07813 130888 (Lynette) © Capriccio4tet

Quartet’ E: enquiries@capriccioquartet.couk @ C_ap_ricc'\oquzl

Contemporary ) W: www.capriccioquartet.co.uk Capriccioquartet
to Classical
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MODERN

Inspired by autumnal colours, this styled shoot took place at the beautiful Blithfield Lakeside Barns
Images courtesy of Molly Georgia Photography

is styled shoot at Blithfield Lakeside Barns was put together by Molly Georgia Photography. “We wanted to capture elements of an autumnal
wedding while adding a modern twist,” says Molly. “We had amazing dried flower arrangements throughout the shoot from The Wild Atelier. At
both ends of the table, we had cascading florals, and on the main table, we had a selection of dried flowers in separate vases. Every member of the
team worked exiremely hard to create the shoot, and it ended up being more amazing than | could've imagined. We battled through the crazy wind

and rain and ended up with beautiful sunshine and a sunset fo end the day.”







CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS SHOOT
Venue, Blihfield Lakeside Barns, wi ok | , Molly Georgia

www.mollygeorgiaphotography.com | Dresses, The Bridal Rooms, www thebridalrooms.co.uk | Suits, Brigdens, www.brigdens.com | Hair styli
Holly Cramer Hair, www.instagram.com/hollycramerhair | Make-up artist, Chrissie Trattos Makeup Arfist, www.chrissietrattos.com | Cake, Leanne’s
Cake House, www.leannescakehouse.co.uk | Flowers, The Wild Atelier, www.thewildatelier.co.uk | Stationery, Sheaf Design Works Ltd,

www.sheafsiafionery.co.uk | Stylist, Rusiic Rose Events, www.rusticroseevenis.co.uk | Models, Rebecca and Som
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Grace Loves lace has

unveiled its first eco
wedding gown called
Lumi retailing at £2,200.
|| Ifs constructed from 96%
recycled miateicls ond Elbeth Gillis has launched her new collection, Curve. The first capsule
| e boen ethically hand- collection of 2022 includes five dresses ranging from simple structures

crafted in the brand's with crisp, clean lines to romantic, lavish lace. The gowns feature statement

Avatrlianahdio, sleeves, beautiful bows and overskirts. To shop, visit www.elbethgillis.com
Founder and creative
director, Megan
Ziems, tells us, “We
were inspired to take
materials that would
have been otherwise

Fashion editor Claire Ridley
reveals the latest bridal news,
buys and launches

discarded and use

modern technology to create a beautiful
wedding gown that holds so much meaning.”
She continues, “The way the dress hugs and

Scan to
supports the body is flawless. The cup shape

and wide straps are pefectfor small and Vera Wang Bride and Pronovias Group have joined
large busts the split on the thigh is elongating,  forces fo launch their first collection, Vera Wang
the pearlescent threading is visually flttering _Bride: The 60 dresses blend rfisanal details with
and the sheer lace panel on the lower back 1%y fextures using premium fabrics and
dds drama.” hand-crafted finishes on exaggerated volumes
Lounching clongside the gown is he Lumi and new siouettes. Vera Wang says, "l intended
veil retailing at £390 and crafted from 100% 10 make sure that certain Vera Wang design
recycled tlle ond loce codes were idenifiable in Vera Wang Bride.” She
To shop, visit www.graceloveslace.com confinues, “Through my designs, | want fo express
respect — respect for the design process. Respect for
- quality. Respect for imagination and individuality.

But most of all respect for women.”
Standout designs include this Carole style and the
wedding gowns will be available in a wide variety

of sizes at affordable price points. Sustainable

Thank your best girls options using eco fabrics and trims also form part
with this cute lolly of the collection.
necklace, £35, To shop, visit www.pronovias.com

www fattydevine.com

The RULABELLE multiway collection for bridesmaids . <
has added special-edition styles and a new Ethereal K o x

Tulle collection to its range. The versafile collection Lo =
allows the wearer fo express their individuality, S
personality and sense of style, whatever their shape
or silhouette.

To shop, visit www.rulabelle.com

This jewellery advent calendar is a

fun way to countdown to a Christmas
wedding! Priced at £250, it includes 12
of the brand's best-selling earring and

These Cinderella-inspired crystal
court shoes called Lovebird, £119,
will take you to the balll Carvela at
vewweshoacholics.com ear cuff designs crafied from sustainable
recycled sterling silver and gold-plated
recycled sterling silver. To shop, visit
www.screamprefty.com
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WHAT IS
AVAXHOME?



the biggest Internet portal,
providing you various content:
B brand new books, trending movies,
fresh magazines, hot games,
recent software, latest music releases.

Unlimited satisfaction one low price
Cheap constant access to piping hot media
Protect your downloadings from Big brother

Safer, than torrent-trackers

18 years of seamless operation and our users' satisfaction

All languages
Brand new content
One site

AvaxHome - Your End Place

We have everything for all of your needs. Just open https://avxlive.icu
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Fantasy free-falling skirt ot Vera Wang Bride,  Pearly queen-inspired accents at Knee-length slip dress at
www.pronovias.com weww.christopherkane.com hitps:///carmenllaguno.com/collections /bridal

5

B
Bustier bodices and visible corsery af Statement necklines af www.pronovias.com
hitps:///uk.morilee.com/browse,/ hitps://uk.morilee.com

madeline-gardner
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Decadent beading at Madeline Gardner,
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Red carpet-inspired illusion necklines at Allison Webb at JLM Couture, www,lmcouture.com/designer /allison-webb
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Off-the-shoulder style at Dramatic ballgowns at Lillian West, Minimalist column dresses at
www.rosaclara.es/en-gb www.justinalexander.com/lillian-west www.justinalexander.com

Short and sweet at Adore, Cascading tiers at https:// costarellos.com

Clean lines at Sincerity,

wwi
67



Padlock necklace,
£15, Orelia & Vick
i collection at

www.orelia.co.uk

14-carat solid gold Astrid morganite

and diamond ring, £650,
https://carrieelizabeth.co.uk

Lightening bolt
charm earrings, £35,

i
www.maevery.co.uk ¥

9-carat white gold and 0.25-carat
diamond cushion-cut cluster ring,
£449, www.hsamuel.co.uk

18-carat gold initicl and birthstone
necklace, £80, hitps://harfi.co.uk

Jewellery, from a select

tion,

Whether you're choosing an
engagement ring for a Christmas
proposal or shopping for your
big-day jewellery, sparkle in these
pieces from the latest

winter collections

9-carat gold feather earrings, £299,
https://fiyah.com

m,/brand /rachel-jack

Yellow gold diamond stud comet burst earrings,
£895, www.astleyclarke.com

Plofinum daisy cluster diamond ring, £1,480,
www lebrusanstudio.com

Earrings, £211 and ring, £122,

hips://joannalauraconstanine.com

7,

14-carat yellow gold baguette and marquise

ting, £878, hips://ukvrai.com
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Skye dress by
hitps:///katefearnley.com
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Style no 66195 by Cleopotra dress by 1| Amalia dress

wewww.justinalexander.com/fllian-west www.madelinegardnernewyork.com/en by hitps://costarellos.com

ALLE
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v
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Pearlrosedress by Korlu dress by Style no 21-79 by Toledo dress by
wwwneedl m www.pronovias.com weww.berta.com www.temperleylondon.com
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Waverly dress by Fable dress by
wwwwatters.com/willowby || www.watters.com/willowby

Hyacinth dress with orchid-print bell sleeves and
Rosabel dress by www.watters.com/wtoo/wtoo-brides orchid skirt, www.halfpennylondon.com
-

~



We chat to model, television presenter and radio DJ Vogue Williams about
her latest venture, Vogue x ROCO, a recently launched collaboration with
online children’s formalwear brand ROCO which is her first collection

ogue is best known for her presenting roles

Vucross mainstream broadcast platforms
such as Channel 4s Steph’s Packed Lunch
and Global Player podcast Spencer & Vogue
as well as the newly released My Therapist
Ghosted Me. Over the past year, Vogue has
also landed a weekend show on Heart radio
and has previously fronted her popular reality
shows on Channel 4 - Spencer, Vogue and
Baby Too and Spencer, Vogue and Wedding
Two with husband, Spencer Matthews.

Regularly showcasing candid family life to
her 855k Instagram followers, Vogue is mum to
Theodore and Gigi, both of whom inspired the
collection with this British brand and have hero
items named after them.

How would you summarise your
ROCO edit?

This hand-picked edit of high-quality pieces
has been two years in the making. | wanted the
15 stylish looks to be affordable, comfortable
and easy for children o wear, so the collection
offers a contemporary twist on classic styles
for party dressing with trend-led silhouettes
available in ice-cream pastel hues offering the
perfect fit, designed to make special

occasions unforgefiable.

72

Who is the collection for?

It's aimed at litfle ones aged from three months
to 14 years. There are cute cotton-mix and
linen-style blend dresses, two-piece ouffits and
suits ideal for celebrations, parfies and dressing
flowergirls, junior bridesmaids and pageboys

at weddings.

How did you find the design process? Did
you have a favourite part?

I loved working with Laura (Latif, creative
director of ROCO) and the team. I've always.
wanted fo create my own children’s wear line
5010 see the pieces evolve from the initial
design meeting is so exciting. | immersed myself



Bwan vaisicoat a .d/g -
trouser suit, £30.

in the creative
process from
startto finish,
from designing
the items to
deciding on the
colour palettes
and finer details.
The team were so
easy to work with and it has been so much fun
- a dream come true!

If you had to choose, what's your favourite
piece from the collection?

1ove them all! The Margaux pink skirt and
white top combination with a statement bow at
the back looks so pretty.

CELEBRITY INTERVIEW

It's your little girl’s birthday party, what
ROCO dress would you choose and why?
I named the pink ruffle-neck Gigi babygrow
after my daughter so it would have to be this!

P\

You've got a summer wedding coming up,
which ROCO outfit for a boy would you
suggest and why?

To shop, visit www.roco.co.uk

The Theodore blue-check dungarees are so
smart teamed with o short-sleeved shirf |

™
Gigi habygro ﬁ

£3

named them after my son.

Theodore
two-piece, £35.



LUXE LIPS

If you're looking for a dramatic shade of lippy to make
an impact as you walk down the aisle, check out the four
new shades from Victoria Beckham Beauty's Posh Lipstick
callection. Fire is a blazing red orange, Jump is a mid-fone
cool rose, Spark is a mid-tone warm rose and Twist is a
light neutral pink. Each one is inspired by and named in
reference to one of Victoria’s personal memories.

These lipsticks offer pure luxury with rich colour, deep
moisture, soft shine and sophisticated design, all in a
supremely clean, vegan formula — everything the 20205
bride needs.

You'll find them at www.victoriabeckhambeauty.com,
for £34 each.

- 4 Beauty editor Kelly
PERFECT POUT Andrews shares her latest
Recently launched into the UK, the Agave+ beauty must-haves for the
@l bl et >
s gained coll-status inthe U.S. s Weeky [EUCRREE=1Y
Lip Serub (£22) and Nightime Lip Therapy
(£23) provide a luxury experience for your
pout, giving lips the TLC they deserve. After
il bty el
giving your make-up arfist the very best

LIGHT AND SHADE

A new addition to the Lush range of
perfumes, Shade offers a burst of warmth
with comforting sandalwood
canvas fo work with and lip freatment is an A fragrance with a conscience, each
important part of that. So, renew, replenish essential oil has its own story fo tell
and hydrate 1o the max with this caring,
clean, vegan product.

Find it at www.feelunique.co.uk and
www.boots.com

FEEL ]
FLAWLESS
Speak fo any wedding

make-up arfist and

including sandalwood from West Timor,
which is extracted from protected and
sustainable trees. It's also made using
a new source of olibanum oil from the

Dayaxa region in Somaliland. It has full
traceability down to the harvester level, with
every step of the process being mapped
on blockehain. In fact, Lush is working with
its supplier to kickstart a project fo train
| " local women in small-scale olibanum oil
theyll most likely tell

N distillation, @ fist in the community.
you that primer is a must,
which is why | wanted to
share with you my latest
discovery: Super Facialist
Skin Perfecting Primer
(£17). This litle beauty
creates a flawless-looking
complexion using trusted
skincare ingredients,
such as hyaluronic acid,

Find it online ot www.lush.com, where if's
priced at £25 for 30l

C IS $
Molton Brown was born in the 1970s as a hair salon based in the heart of London’s
shopping district on South Molton Street, which was frequented by the Rolling Stones
and many other icons of the day. Creators Caroline Bernstein and her husband
would hand mix all formulations in the basement, with conscious care for the
environment at the forefront of the brand's values even then.

and colour-correcting Now, on the brand's 50" anniversary it has

pigments. It cleverly re-introduced hair care fo fs range. The collection
blurs imperfections by

counteracting the three most common concerns  at the core of its formulation: balancing, volumising,

contains four failored collections, each with a botanical

of redness, sallowness and dullness, while hydrating and repairing. This approach means you can

simulaneously working fo bring back skin's  strategically build a healthy-hair routine into your

natural radiance big-day prep depending on the needs of your locks.
Find out more at wwwesuperfacialistco.uk Check out www.molionbrown.co.uk
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BEAUTY NE
SUPER SKIN UTY NEWS
Skin Republic has launched EDITOR LOVES

an excilng range of new P S 1y humble opiion Kisin s The
30m serums hailed as a more

SKINREPUBLC. | SKINREPUBLIC SKINREPUBLIC i e e M Ol
sustainable way fo mask. lts waronc | [wavmces | f1mmoin ignature Condifioner are nofhing short
award-winning serum-drenched  A50,1% e e

of miraculous! | won'tlie, my hair was in

sheet mask range is renowned
for high quality on-trend
ingredients, so the brand was

an embarrassing state when | decided fo

hese o go. I'd been swimming three

n the bounce ~ down water slid
through rapids, the works! My lock ey
were a huge matted, straw-like mess. But IR

keen to confinue innovating to deliver more environmentally-conscious results.
The three superheroes are packed full of high concentrafion actives —
Hyaluronic Acid 1% + Niacinamide Serum, Vitamin C 6% + Alpha Arbutin
Serum, and Retinoid Complex 1% + Squalene 15% Serum. Each one has
been scientifically formulated to target three primary skin concerns: dryness,
pigmentation and ageing.
Priced at £14.99 each, they're available at www.theskinrepublic.co.vk

with just one application the shampoo
lathered like a dream and after leaving
the conditioner in for the recommended
three minutes, even wet my hair started | S8,
1o feel less knotty. | B
1 usually dread having o drag the brush | ::::va;- |

KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON through my hair after I've washed if, but in no i
At fimes life can leave us all busy, stressed and unable fo switch off, which
is where the new 5 Minute Acupressure Foot Mat from 100 per cent natural
aromatherapy lifestyle brand Scentered can help. Our feet have 26 bones,
100 ligaments, 20 muscles and a very complex network of nerves and
blood supply. But theyre often overlooked, despite being the powerhouse of
wellbeing for our bodies. So, this innovative offering can help you fo relax,
release tension and bring calm to your day through it's five-minute therapeutic .
o e ot sy i NATURE’S HARVEST
it can be used alongside a supportive aromatherapy balm, allowing you to When Estée Lauder created Youth-Dew bath oil in 1953, she
unblock rapped energy. revolutionised the fragrance industry and 75 years later, the

Priced at £35 the set is lightweight, washable, porfable and super-easy to brand is carrying on her legacy with the introduction of a new
store. It also comes complete with a choice of one of Scentered's best-selling luxury fragrance collection. Each of the eight scents is inspired
aromatherapy blends. Find it at https://scentered.com by nature’s most breathtaking moments such as the radiance of

time flat it was knot-free, smooth and ready to
dry. Shiny, soft and looking their best, the state of
Ess were a distant memory. This is
v favourite hair routine and at £8 each they
't break the bank. My advice? Head over to
www boots.com and pop them in your basket immediately!

a sunset and the mystery of a moonlit flower. What's more, Estée
Lauder's new ScentCapture Fragrance Extender technology is
specially formulated to allow each perfume to last up o 12 hours
after a single application — that should get you from vows to
dancefloor no problem.

The new Luxury Fragrance Collection (£130 100ml, £68
40ml) is available at Estée Lauder counters nationwide and at
www.esteelauder.co.uk

THE EYES HAVE IT
READY OR KNOT They say the eyes are the window fo the soul, so

they're for sure a feature to make the most of on
The Detangling Mist is the newest product in The Hair
Boss’ award-winning range. The brand, founded by Lisa
Shepherd, former British Hairdresser of the Year, simplifies
hair care into @ four-step routine, and this newbie fits tidily
into part three. With life getting busier by the second, this is
the quick, on-the-go answer to dry, unruly hair.

the big day. For those looking for longer lashes
and full brows, The B Collection has launched

its Lash & Brow Serum (£8.99). This all-natural,
vegan, cruelty-free product nourishes and

stimulates growth in these fwo key areas for

eyes that'll pop as you say “I do.”
Targeted o fix frizzy and damaged locks, if's designed

to smooth and strengthen, while protecting your hair and

preventing breakage. Lisa says, “In between washes, The

Detangling Mist will soften the hair, taming any unruly knots

and re-adding the shine that it's lost since the last wash.”
Priced at £8.99, it's available at

https:/ /thehairboss.co.uk

Use every night before bed following your
usual skincare routine and wash off in the
morning — super-easy. You can also use it
during the day o set your brows in place
We love anything with a dual purposel

Find it at https://thebcollection.co.uk




LEIGHTON DENNY /,
177, el £12, https://leightondenny.com Chlivin
,// 4 “The wide brush makes application as love

easy as one, two, three; and allows S
Sandstorm

you to get a neat line around the
cuticle. Best of all, an impressive 75 CIENNA ROSE ENRICHED
per cent of ifs ingredients are derived | NAIL LACQUER

from plants replacing the usual £9, www.ciennarose.com

chemical concoction soifs good for  “Affer fwo coats, this cruelty-
your nails too.” ~ Kelly Andrews free polish didn't disappoint. l

NAILKIND NATURAL
NAIL WEAR

£8.95, www.nailkind.com
“This vegan polish went on

. Infused with vitamin E, pro-
[EOET R e
it (g | B ihades ore becusiully sublle el —
and classy for a bride's big e wiss w3 Shippiny o
" fading even after swimming, =
- day.” - Rachel Westall e
- Olivia Gibson

NAILED ITY

Team CWM put the latest bridal nail polish

Shqdes to the test PEACCI NAIL POLISH

£10, https://peacci.com

“Peatcci colours Nude, Eden
and Audrey are great go-

£7.99, www.earthynailpolish.com to choices for a clean and

Loves.. “ach vamishiis plant-based, gluten-

Sand Dung

C)7etss;,, | EARTHY NAILPOLISH
le

neutral nail that will suit
any bride. My nail polish
collection finally feels
completel” — Beth Morton

and cruelty-free and comes complete
with an anfibacterial bamboo cap. The
subtle scent isn't overpowering and

it's easy to apply, with a long-lasting
finish.” - Melissa Barker

LADY SHOWBIZ GEL EFFECT
NAIL POLISH

£12, www.ladyshowbiz.com

“The high-shine finish is ideal for anyone who
loves the idea of a gel mani at home without a
UV lamp. Plus, Grace is the perfect go-to bridal
shade, girly and indeed, graceful.”

— Kelly Andrews

7
\Earthy

Tl polish®

BARRY M AIR BREATHABLE
NAIL PAINT

£3.99, hitps:/ /barrym.com
“Wow, these are amazing! Covers
in three strokes with a super-
hardwearing, gel-like finish. Il loves...
never wear another polish again!” Hortensia
- Danielle Harvey

MAVALA

£5.50, www.nailpolishdirect.co.uk

“Ifell in love with these gorgeous shades as soon as |

opened the box. Whether you're after a pop of colour or
something ditionally delicate, the thing h

Scan to
view video

for every bride.” - Kelly Andrews




hifley Hall Hotel may be among the North's most historic and
beavtiful wedding venue hotels. This stunning Yorkshire stone
mansion, where peacocks stroll in the grounds, boasts both Tudor and
18"-century origins — it's rumoured that Mary, Queen of Scots was
once a house guest in the West Wing! The two four-poster suites are
particularly delightful for a romantic stay but each of the 32 rooms are
superbly designed to complement the hotel’s rich and important history.
With its new purpose-built Whitley Suite, offering state-of-the-art
facilities, including a heated outdoor terrace, (capacity 110/160 guests),
along with the original Parker Suite (capacity 110/175), Whitley Hall is
perhaps one of the largest venues in the region. lts new exclusive ‘Secret
Garden Folly’ is a real showstopper where you can exchange vows
with a natural backdrop, or simply use this space for an outdoor drinks
reception which can be spectacular come dusk and into the evening
There's also the option to take over the whole hotel as an exclusive-
use venue (capacity 400) and there are semi-exclusive use options
also available.
Attention to detail, combined with @ warm Yorkshire welcome, make
a stay at this four-star hotel a real pleasure. The restaurant serves an
array of mouth-watering dishes prepared with the very finest local
produce. The hotel, which is close to the motorway yet benefits from the
most franquil rural seffing, can be used as a handy base fo explore the
stunning Chatsworth House estate and its surrounding towns and villages

CONMHETITION

in the Peck District such as Bakewell, Eyam and Buxton; Sheffield and the
shopping centre af Meadowhall are also popular attractions,

Visit www.whitleyhall.com | www.instagram.com/ whitleyhallhotel

PRIZE:

Our lucky prize winner will enjoy a luxurious overnight with a group of
close friends and family at this historic country house hotel. Indulge in
a mini dessert selection with tea or coffee upon arrival, a chilled bottle
of Prosecco is in each room, plus ‘pamper hampers; robes and slippers
to make the most of a fun and relaxing stay, which also includes three-
course dinner in the evening in the hotel restaurant and full traditional
English breakfast the following morning. Early check in (2pm) and lote
check out (11am) make for o more leisurely stay.

HOW TO ENTER

For your chance to win, simply answer the following question:
What is the name of the new purpose-built wedding suite?
Enter online at yourwestmidlands.wedding

Closing date 4 February 2022, unless otherwise stated.
Terms and Conditions apply. Please see our website for detals.



SIDE OUT

We caught up with owner and
founder of Simone Thomas
Wellness, Simone herself, to
discover how taking care of
yourself from the inside out is
the ultimate path to wedding
wellness

he impact siress and anxiety can have on

our bodies should never be underestimated.
So, the pandemic has a lot to answer for, even
outside of Covid itself. If you're finding that
months of lockdown and wedding-related stress
have taken their foll, you're certainly not alone.
Sadly, anxiety-induced skin concerns and even
hair loss can quickly leave you feeling pretty far
from your big-day best,

Enter award-winning authority on hair health
and wellness Simone Thomas, who's spent her
career sharing her expertise in nutrition, hair-
loss and bio-energefics. Alongside hair salons
and hair-loss clinics, which boast an elite global
clientele that includes royally, celebrities and
CEOs; she's also the founder of Simone Thomas
Wellness. We asked Simone for her help in
guiding you back onto the path of
wedding wellness.

Based on your experience, what
challenges are nearlyweds facing in the
aftermath of the pandemic?
2020 had a huge affect on the wedding
industry with 64 per cent of big days being
cancelled or postponed, which means stress
levels for everyone involved are now at an all-
time high. A wedding is an important day that
couples have invested a lot of fime and money
in, it's something theyve dreamed of. So, this
is all having @ negative impact on how we
feel and how we sleep, with our skin and hair
responding to that. A bad hair o skin day isn't
great at any time, let alone when the camera is
constantly on you and you want to feel
your best.

What the last year has taught us though is.




Sty

WELLNESS

how to take a step back and invest in ourselves,
as we often don'tlisten fo what our bodies
need. At Simone Thomas Wellness, we've seen
a huge increase in clients asking for advice on
nutrition and bioenergetics, as well as hair loss.
There's also been a rise in skin conditions like
psoriasis, acne, dermatitis of the scalp, eczema,
telogen effluvium and alopecia areata, which
is commonly linked 1o stress and hormones.

In fact, stress has a huge knock on effect on
our hormones as women. But men too are
experiencing skin complaints and suffering hair
loss. So, people preparing for their big days
have really been struggling during lockdown.

How can we turn this around - where do
we start?

What | always say is that everything starts in
the gut. If you look after that, the body will look
after you. | call it The Mothership. Poor gut
health is the start of disease and can be linked
to degenerative disorders, so it really should be
the number one priority if you're looking to feel
the best version of yourself.

Everyday Wellness, part of the Simone
Thomas Wellness range, is a super-strength
probiofic supplement containing six types of
probiofics o improve gut health by infroducing
both good and bad bacterig, vital on a day-to-
day basis. When | say “bad bacteria” people
often ask me, why anyone would want that, but
the body needs diversity to become stronger.

These supplements also help to reduce the
inflammation that occurs naturally in a body.
Food can be a trigger, as can poor sleep
patterns, stress, and the environment. Here,
we're focusing on removing any nasfies so they
don't get absorbed into the cells.

What advice would you give to those
looking to achieve that natural-looking
bridal glow without a face full of make -up?
Skin Quencher is great for anyone wanfing to
feel youthful or who's keen fo avoid wearing
lots for make-up. It Il work from the inside out to
give you that ultimate bridal glow.

I'm also a huge fan of facials, butit's more
about what we put info our body rather than
what we put on fop of it. You have to work on
yourself internally for the outside to glow. Yes,
skincare products are going to have an effect,
but if the inside isn't right, it won't be long term.

Biofin Brilliance too helps with mild skin
irritation caused by stress. You may already
have heard about biotins, they re a B vitamin
and have been talked about for a number of
years as being vital for healthy skin, hair
and nails.

What can you suggest for brides, and
bridesmaids, looking to grow their hair for
a wedding?

Our Ginkgo Biloba B+ plan contains folic

acid with essenfial B vitamins and biofin, but

if you don't suffer from tiredness, then the

biofin haircare plan is great for maintenance.
Alternatively, if you have no specific worries
about hair loss, but want to feel the best version
of yourself, taking no chances with stress, Skin
Quencher is great too. These plans are also
great for grooms concerned about hair loss.

‘What are the benefits of a haircare plan
versus a single supplement?

I formulated the plans because | learnt from
experience that most people’s concept of what's
healthy actually isn't. Most of us will happily
invest in skincare and clothes, but not in how we
feel internally. | think of the plans as a three-step.
process, much like a garden. To grow beautiful
flowers, you need sunlight, amazing soil, and
water. So, the probiofics are the ulfimate go fo,
but there’s no point if you're a fan of microwave
meals or Macdonald's. Unless you cook from
scratch, you're throwing away the goodness
you're putting into the body with the probiofics.
Pairing them with Super Greens and Ginkgo
Biloba B+ or Biotin Brilliance is then all about
preparing the gut, balancing the body and
removing toxins, as well as making sure you
create the best environment for vitamin and
mineral absorption.

The most important step though is water:
filtered versus tap, glass bottle versus plastic
Purely because of what can be absorbed
through plastic as well as unfortunately what's
in mainstream water that comes through the tap.

‘When would be the ideal time to start
taking supplements in order fo feel
wedding-ready?

To me there’s never a day too early! Most
couples will start planning a year fo two years
in advance, so why not use the same timeline

WELLNESS INTERVIEW

o start working on yourself? You don't have
to go all aut, but you might start looking at

a nutrition plan, exercising or having hydra
facials. However, | fully recognise there may
be financial restraints, so this might not always
be possible. In which case, I'd say three months
i opfimal, but the minimum is six weeks in
advance. This way there's time to flush out any
nasties and create balance allowing the body
to become stronger and progress. Many tfell me
they start to see a difference within two weeks.

Tell us a bit about the company’s ethos.
Supplements are a big indusiry, but they’ve
often received bad press because the
products simply don't do what they claim

to. So, these are all things we've addressed
across everything we do from the ingredients
to manufacturing. We make sure that every
process has full certification, including soil
association and vegan accredifation. We've
worked hard fo ensure our products are vegan
and our mq

e collagen is protected and
sourced ethically.

Everything is sustainable as much s possible.
‘When our bottles are finished with they get
made info tiles and flooring, and the packaging
too is eco-friendly. Even the energy used in my
office is renewable. We're proud of the fact that
recently we were responsible for 25 trees being
planted in the rainforest due to our renewable
energy contract.

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
Simone’s book, Healthy Hair Happy Body,
contains her comprehensive and mofivational
plan to transform wellbeing from the inside
out. In each chapter she infroduces concepts
that provide insight info how the body.
functions, and what really makes a difference
to achieving optimum health, sharing how
finy adjustments over fime can lead to better
results. It's available at www.amazon.co.uk,
priced at £15, with £1 going to Motor
Neurone Disease Association.

The Biofin Haircare Plan, £70; The Ginkgo.
Haircare Plan, £70; and SkinQuencher, £3.
by Simone Thomas Wellness, are
all available at

hitps://simonethomaswe
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Local experts offer advice on how to look your big-day best

A POP OF COLOUR

I'dlove to incorporate some colour into my wedding dress. Do
you have any ideas of how I could do this?

There are so many ways that you can incorporate colour info your
wedding dress. Most gowns come in different shades such as ivory,
pinks, greys, blues and blacks. We also work with one of the best
companies in the UK that allow us to make custom changes o our
gowns, including the colour.

Ifyou're affer a subtle hue, most seamstresses will be able to
customise @ gown by adding coloured thread, beads, fabrics or
even crystals fo your design. We often tell our couples that with a
great seamstress the only limit to customising a gown is
your imagination

‘We understand that some people want to add colour to remember
aloved one, and so we've also started to embroider everything from
robins fo inifials on dresses, veils and denim or leather jackets.

The best advice | can give fo any bride-to-be is 1o shop around
for a store that can accommodate you and who will go above and

beyond to help make your dreams come frue.

Jen Jamieson | Owner and director
www.avemaybridal.com

BABY IT’'S COLD OUTSIDE

What dress style would you suggest for a winter wedding?

‘With winter just around the comer, no doubt brides-to-be are beginning to
search for inspiration to create the perfect seasonal look. Most people think.
you need o go for fluffy fur shawls, velvet textures and bold red colour
pallets, however, in line with this year's most popular bridal trend, we think
a clean, simplistic gown is perfect for this time of the year. This blank canvas
will allow you to have fun with your décor, so go wild with your styling

or keep it bare with a woodland-inspired palette. We would style these
gowns with a burst of colour in your flowers, bridesmaids’ dresses or even a
seasonal table.

Bronagh Power | Marketing executive
wwwtdr-bridal.co.uk
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BESPOKE WEDDING
SERVICE FOR MEN
000
To book an appointment call

07429 570 655

or email info@carteresquire.co.uk
Visit us: 71 High Street, Bromsgrove B61 8AQ

www.carteresquire.co.uk
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County Wedding Events show sponsor Farrar & Tanner reveals their
guide to personalised presents for the bride, groom and wedding party

Farrar & Tanner specialise in premium personalised gifts,
with a focus on delivering high quality pieces designed
and crafted to last a lifetime. It sources a premium range
from the most esteemed companies around Britain and
the rest of the world to provide a lavish, diverse collection
Based in the regency town of Cheltenham Spa,
its skilled team of on-site craftsmen deliver a finely
engraved or embossed product finished to your

Gifts for Grooms

Finding the perfect present for a
groom and the groomsmen can be
taxing. Farrar & Tanner has carefully
curated a selection of fine gifts for
men such as stylish pocket watches
and elegant hip flasks - most items
can be personalised with a name,
date or special message.

Raise a Toast
Cheers! At Farrar & Tanner, it has
everything you need to raise a toast
in style, from silver plated, Swarovski
studded Champagne flutes to cake
knives engraved with a bespoke
message.

specifications for beautiful, stylish and thoughtful
wedding gifts.

From gift boxed fine wines and Champagnes to sleek
modern homeware and hand-blown glasses, selecting
a delightful gift to spoil your loved one on their big day is
easy. Most items can be personalised with a name, date,
or special message too ~ creating wonderful memories
that last a lifetime.

e ”
Wedding Gifts

Farrar & Tanner stock a wide range
of premium gifts for newlyweds, with
options to suit the unique needs and
personality of every couple. Why not
personalise your selection with a
name, date, or heartfelt message?

FARRAR & TANNER Check out www.farrar-tanner.co.uk



GROOMS' NEWS
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A citrus, marine, woody fragrance grooms wearing
this can expect fop notes of ltalian bergamot and
pink pepper, hearty notes of marine accord and grey
amber and base nofes of paichouli and wood

Montblanc Explorer Ulira Blue is priced: £32.50
(30ml), £51.50 (60ml), £71.50 (100ml) check out
www.johnlewis.com

=
COLOUR SWATCH
Timex Watches are pleased fo introduce three new colourways to its much-
loved Q Timex Reissue Series. A natural evolution of the Q Timex the new

launches add a pop of colour fo the iconic 1979 original. Available to buy
now for £159 at www.fimex.co.uk

All the latest news and product launches

TOP 5 UNDER £50

SUIT UP

whasa g
ted bumper weddi
season post-lockdowns. With a range

match all budgets, whether you're the

groom or a groomsman, here |
HQ we particularly love this o
rey Navy Check Wool Suit (£349)
that's been made from 100% wool and (
can be paired with a white shirt and
k Derby shoes. Ch -
/savilerowco.com/wed Giffing and accessory BARBOUR TARTAN KITCHEN CRAFT ACACIA
specialists Farrar & Tanner HANDKERCHIEFBOX ~ WOOD MAGNETIC
(wwwfarrar-tanner.co.uk) SET, £30 KNIFE RACK, £30

has curted a st of giftideas The rack has mulfple purposes

containing a combination of

These three orgarnic cofton
handkerchiefs, woven in including freeing up space in

personalised, pracfical and fun  Barbours classic farfan, will  drawers and serving as a design

products which all encompass  add a siylish couniry-chic fouch ~element. This would make a
an element of luxury for your wonderful present for someone

wedding day,

fo your attire.
with culinary interest

SEASONAL OFFERING
Celtic & Co has launched a whole host of new
season products perfect for grooms.

Featuring a billfold construction, its new

wallet is crafted in soft leather embossed with
a crocodile moif to match other accessories

VICTORINOX EXECUTIVE  MANOPOULOS WALNUT

BARBOUR AYDON
MANICURE KIT, £35
This manicure kit is an absolute

in the collection. It has a full-length zipped
compartment and 11 card slots, a clear ID
window, a note pocket and a coin pocket with

WOOD 81 WALNUT WOOD BACKGAMMON
SWISS ARMY KNIFE, £40 SET, £49
The board itself is compact for

staple in any man's washbag;  Combining luxury with

a secure popper closure.

Complete with cotton lining, this compact
accessory will keep your cards and cash in
fine order for the big day, honeymoon
and beyond. Priced, £34, check out
weww.cellicandco.com

inside the leather and tartan
case, you willfind five fools —
nail clippers, scissors, tweszers,
cuticle pushers and file -
persondlisation is also available:

practicality, the Evowood has
five essential everyday tools

ravelling on honeymoon with
thick, high walls and side racks

including a sainless-steel blade o ensure ll pieces are safe ~

and serrated scissors.

personalisation is available.






GROOMS’ FASHION

£69.99, www farlows.co.uk £17.99, www.shoezone.com

£299.95, www.schoffelcountry.com



HONEYMOON

UK SPECIAL

Hornington Manor, a North Yorkshire
wedding venue, has welcomed eight
themed shepherd — perfect for newlyweds
looking for a private retreat.

Each hut takes inspiration from Yorkshire
and beyond, with themes ranging from
Arabia to the 1940s they offer complete
escapism as well as a luxury king-
size Harrison Spinks bed, television,
kitchenette, wifi, an en suite with shower
and breathtaking views fo boot!

The Amy Johnson hut is an ode to one
of Yorkshire’s finest female pilots, reflecting
Johnson's love of 1930s fashion, flying
and adventure. To view the rest of the huts
and to book your stay visit

www.horningtonmanor.co.uk

Galgorm Resort & Spa, the multi award-winning spa resort in
Ballymena, is an ideal minimoon location. At the resort, you
will experience complete post-wedding relaxation and luxury
with an indulgent choice of dining options in three on-site
restaurants. What's more there's a gin bar with more than 400
gins, a Thermal Village Spa and Serenity Garden (which s the
first of it's kind in Ireland)

From its enviable corner location within the original manor
house, couples will be in awe of Suite 1857. It offers unrivalled
views of the cascading waters of the River Maine complete
with Juliet balcony. With  truly romantic design: a muted
palette of brocade wall coverings, antique lighting, French
baroque furniture and solid oak floors and roof beams, it's a
sight to behold - a traditional freestanding bath with claw feet
and separate shower complete the space.

Here are two new offers for a minimooners: a two-night
dining retreat from £520 and a two-night spa retreat from
£700 for twol Check out www.galgorm.com

= -

[




HONEYMOON NEWS

A chic country house hotel in the picture-perfect village of Grasmere, Victorian House
Hotel is launching a Stargazer Experience for the perfect finishing touch to romantic
post-wedding minimoons. The Stargazer Experience costs £15pp and includes a
backpack and waterproof rug fo borrow, @ map to the viewing spot, homemade
sausage rolls, a generous fipple of Whiskey Mac, a Red Torch specifically designed
with map reading and stargazing in mind so guests can flick between the map and
the night sky with ease, plus binoculars and a star guide

Couples can choose from Stargazer Rooms complete with telescopes, star maps,
dreamy beds, good coffee, organic teas and generous Land & Water toiletries; there’s
also a luxurious Shepherds Hut for two on the riverbank.

Available all year round - but stargazing in the Lakes is particularly good in the
autumn and winter - an overnight stay costs from £123 per room per night including

breakfast. Visit www.victorianhousehotel.co.uk

Boutique hotel, The Londaner, has officially opened its doors in
the heart of London's iconic Leicester Square. With a staggering
350 guest rooms spread across 16 storeys and a subterranean
series of spaces, it il certainly leave guests amazed. Designed in
llak with world d arch | designers Yabu

Pushelberg, the luxury urban resort features a range of rooms,
suites, penthouses, two private screening rooms, an entire floor
dedicated to wellness, expansive ballroom, private art gallery
and fo top it off a mix of several concept eateries. This includes

its signature Mediterranean restaurant, Whitcomb’s, plus a
contemporary Japanese lounge bar with  rooftop ferrace and its

neighbourhood bar, Joshua's Tavern — minimooners would never
have to leave for the ultimate staycation!

Whilst super in scale, its boutique approach and commitment
to hospitality offers the highest levels of luxury with an experience
designed to make every guest feel ot home. Check out

‘www.thelondoner.com

Crockers Henley, based in Henley-on-Thames, is celebrafing a year in businesses,
although it's been a year like no other! Only an hour from London, Crockers

Henley presents understated luxury at its finest and provides the ultimate staycation
destination. Housed in a Grade Il listed building, it's home to seven elegantly designed,
contemporary bedrooms complete with rolltop baths, four-poster beds and restored
heritage Georgian features.

A delight for foodies and those with a discerning palate, The Grill, overseen by Tom
Westerland, is a hive of acivity offering a casual dining affair including the famed
chateaubriand and Tom's take on English classics. Meanwhile, the two 16-seat Chef's
Tables each present an immersive dining experience over fen courses. The Thames Table,
overseen by talented young chef Alex Payne, celebrates the best of modern Brifish
dining whilst The Gardiner’s, with lain Dixon at the helm, shines light on delicate and
complex pan-Asian flavours.

Starting from £400, inclusive of dinner at one of the Chef's Tables, overnight stay and
three-course breakfast, based on two sharing. Check out https://henley.crockersuk.com
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City VS

Bustling cultural centres or franquil

Culture capital

The Athenian Riviera has undergone a resurgence, much to the delight of
the discerning honeymooner who can revel in the dining, drinking and
culture which has now ventured into the streets of Athens. The boutique
bars and trendy dining outlets along with leading hotels such as The Alex,
from the Greek family run group Santikos Collection, make Athens and its
Riviera coastline the ideal spot for a city escape.

Piraeus has also become a mecca for exciting new gallery openings
in recent years, due fo masses of students who have studied abroad
returning with new-found talent and kickstarfing a new art scene in the
region. New openings include Intermission, Rodeo and most recent of
all Carwan which after nearly a decade of activities in Beirut, Lebanon
and participation in more than 50 international exhibitions, relocated to
Piraeus in September 2020.

The team at The Alex pride themselves on being able to offer the best
insider knowledge fo their guests, finding a suitable recommendation
no matter their culinary palate or activity desire for honeymooners and
visitors alike. Here they have pulled together a few of their favourite
drinking, dining and cultural hotspots o help with planning your very own
weekend in the city...

ITINERARY INSPIRATION

Drinks...

Pirée: Combining culture and entertainment, Pirée has a café bar where
you can enjoy premium drinks, delicious coffee and a food menu while
admiring the work of young talents. The creative energy is palpable, and
if you're lucky, you may even get to assist in an art performance.

Okio MusiCafe: In Marina Zeas, this live music coffee bar is open all day
and serves drinks and creative cockiails in the evening. The music playlist

Islands
secluded spots, the choice is yours

includes world music, soul, funk and jazz; the bar also regularly hosts
live gigs.

Food...

1903 A Taste of Smyrna: Located in the centre of cosmopolitan Glyfada,
this is a restaurant which takes you back in time. Well-known chef

llias Skoulas, is inspired by the genuine traditional Greek cuisine as

it developed in Smyma at the beginning of the previaus century, and
creates delicious dishes.

Orizontes, Athens: Perched on Lycabettus Hill, one of the highest peaks in
Athens, the views from Orizontes are god-level — sit outdoors come sunset
with the Acropolis, Aegean Sea and entire city sprawled below!
Culture...

The Intermission: A new exhibifion space in Piraeus inifiated by Artemis
Baltoyanni. The focus will be on exhibitions of crifically acclaimed
international artists, emerging, established and historical

Rodeo Gallery: Opened in Piraeus in June 2018 and located in

former commercial warehouse, Berlin-based architect Efienne Descloux
designed the space and, in addition to its exhibition programme, the
venue hosts screenings, talks, performances and other events.

MORE ABOUT THE ALEX...
‘When you arrive at The Alex, check in, hand your bags over at the desk,
and head straight for the 4* floor where you'll find Nest - the hotel's
rooftop restaurant and cocktail bar with unobstructed harbour views!
Soak up the incredible sunset views and magical harbourside atmosphere
while indulging in the popular menu choice: tagliatelle with ragout beef
served with Greek “ksinomitzithra” cheese and thyme.

Nightly rates at The Alex start from £110, visitthe following website for
more information www.santikoscollection.com/thealex



HONEYMOONS

Island hopping

Not only will honeymoaners looking for a short-haul destination be
encapsulated with the historical culture of Athens, but Greece is ideal
for those in need of some R&R post-vows too. Whether you're affer
quiet reflection in a small deluxe hotel before another hop for cultural
immersion, or perhaps you want fo learn a new skill ke saling or
scuba diving, Olympic Holidays' bespoke island-hopping ifineraries
offer something for everyone. With tailor-made ifineraries offering
accommodation across a range of price points, including hotel and inter-
island transfers, its knowledgeable feam are on hand to recommend the
best destinations and create bespoke cultural frips, holidays and
gourmet getaways.

Destinations include the Saronic Islands (Poros, Spetses and Aeginal,
Dodecanese (Rhodes, Halki, Kalymnos, Leros, Tilos, Symi and Kos), which
are delightfully different and easily connected by ferries and catamarans.
Cyclades (Santorini, Naxos, Andros, Paros, Tinos and Mykonos) where
each island has its own strong identity, so island hopping brings with
it new customs, significantly different landscapes and everything for
peaceful days fo lively nights. The Sporades (Skiathos, Skopelos and
Alonissos) with their fantastic beaches, crystal clear sea and lush green
forests, and lonian (Corfu, Paxos, Ithaka, Kefalonia & Zante), home to
caves and lakes, ancient ruins and windsurfing hotspots plus five-star
hotels with Michelin-star cuisine. Crete can also be combined with both

the Cyclades and Dodecanese Islands.

ITINERARY INSPIRATION
A romantic lusire adds sparkle fo the marvellous Sporades Islands,

Legend has it that one island was created by the love child of gods. Now
two islands are the focus of one of the 21+-century’s most successful
romantic movies, Mamma Mia.

Skiathos: Just 12-miles long but with more than 60 beaches, gorgeous
Skiathos Town has shady tavernas on a busy waterfront, The narrow
streets of the bustling old town are crammed with shops, cafes and bars.
You can climb Medieval castles, stroll through forests, discover quiet
sandy beaches and even fake a rescued dog for a walk.

Skopelos: Next stop, scenic Skopelos. Look out for dolphins before you
sail info a harbour that is backed by a hillside covered in white houses
‘with terracotta roofs. Tree-filled Skopelos has forests, and orchards and
several beaches can be reached easily by bus or hired vehicles and many
more beaches are waiting to be found in bays and coves.

Alonissos: A gem for those wanting to get away from it all. You feel the
sense of calm as you sail into elegant Patitri, the small town and main
port. Some beaches have bright white pebbles or sand creating a vivid
contrast with the turquoise sea. Many are surrounded by pine forests that
cover much of the island. Alonissos is in Europe’s largest marine park
which protects monk seals and dolphins. It has a rescue centre for baby
seals — try to fitin a boat trip around the park!

MORE ABOUT OLYMPIC HOLIDAYS...

Olympic Holidays offers a 14-night Sporades Island-Hopping Holiday
from £1,229pp based on two people travelling in 2022 with flights. The
package includes three-nights at Skiathos Princess Resort, five-nights af
Skopelos Village, four-nights at Marpunta Resort, Alonnisos and one
night at the Punta Hotel, Skiathos. Visit www.olympicholidays.com
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DID YOL
KNOW?

Your West Midlonds Wedding
is just one of our many County
Wedding fitles - find out
more on our website
www.yourwestmidlands wedding

We love featuring local couples
and companies. If you want fo
get in touch email
editor@county.wedding for
your chance fo grace the
pages of next issue

LOOK
OUT FOR...

HOT OFF THE PRESS
Catch up on all the latest wedding
news from around
the local areas

DON’
FORG

Check out our website for more

wonderful wed-spirafion

Need help organising
your special day?
Take  look at our free
online planning tool

YOUR FREE
COPY NOW

We're currently giving away our
County Wedding Magazines fifles
for FREE as eMagazine downloads!
Suitable for smartphones and tablets.

To download any of our
19 regionalffles head fo
www.county.wedding

Visit us online at www.yourwestmidlands.wedding,
and i
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LG:GREEN CLAWS

THE WEDDINGS
& EVENTS COMPANY

Stratford Upon Avon | Warwickshire | Worcestershire

WEDDING DJ | VENUE TRANSFORMATION
WEDDING LIGHTING | DANCE FLOOR HIRE
SPECIAL TOUCHES | BACKDROPS & DRAPES

www.greenclaws.co.uk
01386 305104 | info@greenclaws.co.uk



We Create with 'YOU' in mind

BE C-OININ
EL O USS do O
BRIDE

We close the entire boutique for every bride for the ultimate curvy bridal experience. We have our In-
house bridal collections along with bridal gowns exclusively for you. We have an accessory boutique inside:
of the boutigue to complete your bridal look.

5 TENBY STREET, BIRMINGHAM, WEST MIDLANDS. B1 3EL
01212 360390 | houseofcocobridal@gmail.com | www.houseofcocobridal.com



